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Abstract

Back in 1977, in the Jefferson’ s fourth season we were introduced to George’ s old Navy buddy who was
in New York to visit for a few days. George's buddy had a reputation in the Navy as a practical jokester
and he was eager to see his old friend. However, there had been some major [ ...]

Article

Back in 1977, in the Jefferson’ s fourth season we were introduced to George' s old Navy buddy who
wasin New York to visit for afew days. George's buddy had a reputation in the Navy as a practical
jokester and he was eager to see his old friend.

However, there had been some major changes in the intervening years since George had seen his old
buddy, and he was shocked to discover Edi€’ stransition. He handled their initial meeting badly, but by
the end of the show came to accept his old friend and even fell for one of her jokes.

I wish they had made Edie a recurring character, because people needed to know that Black transpeople
existed, and not just as ‘tragic transsexuals or exotic chocolate sex fantasies.

I’m tired of seeing it, and so isthe rest of Black trans America.

One of thethings I’ ve noted since 2008 is the increase in trans characters on television shows such

as Dirty Sexy Money, Ugly Betty, the soap All My Children and in movies such as Transamerica. The
problem has been that all of the characters were played by white actors or actresses or in the case of
the Carmelita character on Dirty Sexy Money, a trans woman.
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Even with the African American actresses who have played trans characters like Sheryl Lee Ralph and
Kerry Washington, it has been a mixed bag.

What | want to seeis Black trans characters who reflect the way that many of uslive our lives. We're
tired of seeing the stereotypical drag queens as was evidenced on a Sex In The City episode, or the
‘tragic transsexual’ being killed five to ten seconds after we show up on screen in a murder mystery
CSl style program..

| ain't mad at Candis Cayne and Jamie Lee Clayton who are getting trans roles lately on shows such as
Necessary Roughness and Hung that show transpeople as human beings and Cal pernia Addams who
continues the fight to ensure we get them..

| wouldn’t even mind seeing the script flipped as they did with BellaMaddo and have trans actors
playing cisgender people.

But | want to see the same thing happen repeatedly for Harmony Santana, Laverne Cox and Isis King as
well in terms of getting roles that reflect our humanity, too.

It's not a coincidence that civil rights advances in American society for African Americans, Latinos
and the rainbow community happened as more positive portrayal s of these communities graced our

television screens. Hollywood is just as or more important to advancing the rights of amarginalized
community as Capitol Hill and your state legislatureis.

Now that Hollywood iswilling to put trans characters in their productions, | want equal time for non
stereotypical Black trans characters as well.

| want to see more Edie Stokes style Black transwomen characters who are beautiful, intelligent, and
eloquent speakers like many of my transsisters are. There are Black directors, writers and
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actor-producers that could make that happen, and I’ m going to keep harping on the subject until it
does.

cross-posted from TransGriot
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