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Abstract

A press release from transsexualities.com: Transwoman removed from femal e washroom by security and
subjected to transphobic slurs for using “ wrong bathroom” KELOWNA, BC - On Sunday, October 26th, at
approximately 2AM, a transwoman was dragged out of the women’s washroom at LeVel Nightclub. A LeVel
employee who identified herself as Carly Wilson, initially directed the [ ...]

Article

A press release from transsexualities.com:

Transwoman removed from femal e washroom by security and subjected to transphobic slurs for using
“wrong bathroom”

KELOWNA, BC - On Sunday, October 26th, at approximately 2AM, a transwoman was dragged out of
the women’s washroom at LeVel Nightclub.

A LeVel employee who identified herself as Carly Wilson, initially directed the victim, a regular
patron, to the male washroom after Wilson was asked wher e the femal e washroom was located. The
victim pushed the door slightly open and after realizing it was the wrong one, went to the women’s
roominstead, entering a stall immediately.

Soon after, several LeVel employees entered the women’ s bathroom and placed a * small black box”
which is believed be a video camera under the stall door. At this time the victim was already in a state
of partial undress. Wilson falsely accused the victim of “ doing blow” and then placed her hand on the
victim, removing her from the washroom. No drugs were ever found on the victim.

The victim attempted to diffuse the situation by requesting to speak with the doorman of the club,
however this request was refused. Even after showing Wilson her identification, the victim was
subjected to transphobic slurs at the night club by Wilson, including “ you'rea manin a dress, menin
dresses aren’t allowed in the women’ s washroom”

Wilson then stated that the victim was “ welcome at the club, but it would be better if [she] didn’t

use the washroom.” The victimwas a regular at the club, and had used the washrooms there many times
before without incident.

The Kelowna detachment of the RCMP were notified by the victim approximately 30 minutes after the
incident and RCMP officers spoke with the owner that evening.

Constable Brendan Harkness, Outreach Liaison for the Kelowna Detachment of the RCMP told the
victim that he would speak to Wilson about incident, adding that Wilson may not have realized that
this was a discrimination issue.

Forcing a transgender woman to use a male washroom puts her at severe risk of attack from male
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patrons.” It's safer to argue with the police about your right to be there than to argue with
somebody who' s about to beat you up,” says Marie Little, Chair of the Vancouver-based Trans
Alliance Society.

Names are being withheld to protect the privacy and safety of the victim.
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