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Abstract

[su_jltop] Recently I talked with a transgender woman, Ms. Dier, who was repeatedly assaulted by two

employees of the Irish Times Pub in Holbrook, Suffolk County New York on the night of March 14, 2014.

She was with a group of friends and was asked for her identification by the establishment’s bouncer. She

complied with [...]

Article

Figure 1. Ms. Dier

Recently I talked with a transgender woman, Ms. Dier, who was repeatedly assaulted by two employees of

the Irish Times Pub in Holbrook, Suffolk County New York on the night of March 14, 2014. She was

with a group of friends and was asked for her identification by the establishment’s bouncer. She

complied with the request and handed the bouncer her valid New York State Drivers Permit. “He took my

ID and continued to tell me that it was not me [while referring to the ID]... after going back and forth

several times, I told him that I am trans.” His reply was shocking. According to Ms. Dier the bouncer

replied “That is your fault. Go get another ID from DMV.”

Ms. Dier believes that the reason the bouncer did not recognize her on the ID was because she had

makeup on at the time. She attempted to explain this to the bouncer saying “Just look at it, it is me”,
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according to Ms. Dier the bouncer violently pushed her out of the pub. She was left stranded outside

the pub while her friends were inside and they were the source of her transportation. She broke down

and began to cry, a victim of discrimination, not knowing what to do. She attempted to get in touch with

her friends inside for advice.

Ms. Dier was able to get in contact with her friends in the pub and they told her to speak with a

manager. She approached the bouncer and asked “Can I please see your manager?” She then presented

her ID to the manager and asked if she could be allowed in to join her friends. Ms. Dier explained that

the bouncer said “Nope you’re done... good bye for today.” The bouncer took her ID and would not give it

back to her saying “I will mail it back to you mister.” At this time Ms. Dier had her phone in her hands.

When the bouncer noticed the phone, he attempted to forcefully take the phone as well and pushed her

up against the wall. The bouncers then pushed Ms. Dier eleven times and forced her out of the club by

violently banging her against the door with enough force to break the closing mechanism on the top of

the door.

Later that evening, her friends attempted to get her identification card back to return it to Ms. Dier.

The bouncer at the Irish Times Pub said “He... she... it is always causing problems.” However at some point

her friends were able to convince the employee to return the ID.

The Trans Advocate and Everything Transgender in New York City (ETNYC) attempted to get in

contact with management at the Irish Times Pub, however calls were not returned. According to Ms.

Dier the bouncers names are Rob and Matt.

According to a report by the New York City Anti Violence Project, assaults against transgender women

are on the rise and according to a report by ETNYC discrimination against transpeople is at an extreme

high. Ms. Dier is disappointed and says “society hasn’t come to terms with our existence... the assault

has made me feel more vulnerable than ever.” She plans to file a police report and hopes it is

investigated as a hate crime.
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