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Abstract

[su_kellibusey2] Subjected to discrimination, intimidation, humiliation and stonewalled by North Carolina

Central Piedmont Community College (CPCC), transgender student Andraya Williams tells the

TransAdvocate she’s had enough. On March 19th, Ms. Williams was detained by a campus school guard

while exiting the lady’s room bathroom telling her that they had heard reports of a man in [...]

Article

Figure 1. Andraya Williams

Subjected to discrimination, intimidation, humiliation and stonewalled by North Carolina Central

Piedmont Community College (CPCC), transgender student Andraya Williams tells the TransAdvocate

she’s had enough.

On March 19th, Ms. Williams was detained by a campus school guard while exiting the lady’s room

bathroom telling her that they had heard reports of a man in the restroom and asked her for her college

ID.

Ms. Williams then presented her ID, which clearly identifies her as female. Despite that the guard

persisted in mockingly questioning Ms.Williams gender and called reinforcement. When the other guards
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arrived, they surrounded Ms. Williams eventually escorting her off campus.

The next-day Ms. Williams intent on resolving the incident went to the Dean of student life, who

informed her she was suspended for not presenting her ID to the guards.

Ms. Williams told the TransAdvocate the Colleges version was simply not true, and she has proof.

“When the guard first approached me, I called my attorney who listened to the entire incident. She

heard me present my ID to several officers. She heard me then ask if I was free to leave”

Ms. Williams begun the process of changing her legal documents say she started transition in 2010 and

began living in her authentic gender in 2012 when she turned 20.

The school says she won’t be ‘protected’ if she uses the lady’s room until she complies with their

demands. “The school is requiring me to show proof of my gender,” says Ms Williams, “but they haven’t

specified what they need to see.” Meanwhile, Ms. Williams says she is attending classes but her

attendance is suffering. “I don’t feel comfortable on campus” she says “my attendance is only so-so.”

Attorney Sarah Demarest with Charlotte’s LGBTQ Law Center has issued an official statement

demanding that CPCC comply Title IV, apologize to Andraya Williams and in the future that she allowed

to use the correct restroom without school harassment.

Ms. Williams classmates, community, and even those who have never met her are outraged over her

mistreatment. They are organizing a protest on Facebook scheduled for Friday April 4th at 12pm at the

corner of Elizabeth and Kings. Ms. Williams said she will be attending and when asked what she would like

the school to take away from the protest Ms. Williams responded “it’s time for policy changes and

education on trans rights. It’s not OK to discriminate”
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