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Abstract

On the evening of April 8, 2015, The TransAdvocate editors came to a unanimous decision to suspend our
signature on the Equality Michigan petition asking for MichFest to change their trans-exclusionary,
womyn-born-womyn intention. This was decided after earlier in the day the National Center for Lesbian
Rights (NCLR's) Kate Kendall sent a letter to Lisa[...]

Article

From: Rea Carey <rcarey@thetaskforce.org>
Subject: Michigan Womyn's Music Festival
Date: April 10, 2015 at 8:15:40 AM EDT

To: Rea Carey <rcarey@thetaskforce.org>

Greetings,

Last year, the National LGBTQ Task Force signed onto a petition organized by Equality Michigan which
called upon the Michigan Womyn's Music Festival (Michfest) to fully welcome and include transgender
women, as women, at the festival.

You took the time to write to me and | appreciate that you did — you and others shared with me your
perspectives and experiences on the land that some described as “sacred,” “an annual touchstone,”
iconic” and “home.” | heard that you are angry and hurt by the Task Force and other organizations signing
the petition. | heard from you and others that Michfest is a truly historic and transformative annual event
that has influenced, inspired and helped to liberate millions of womyn/women from the daily trials and
tribulations of misogyny and sexism. It holds a very special place in the hearts of lesbians and other
womyn/women.

In the months between then and now, | have talked with womyn/women who have attended,
womyn/women who would like to attend, and other people who have a variety of views. I've talked with
our colleagues at Equality Michigan, leaders of other organizations who have been engaged in this, and
with transgender women. From these conversations, | have gleaned shared values, differing opinions,

and haua rama tn a viaw that in Aardar tn maua fanuard in anu huna Af Adialaninia wa miiet mava haunnd tha

On the evening of April 8, 2015, The TransAdvocate editors came to a unanimous decision to suspend
our signature on the Equality Michigan petition asking for MichFest to change their
trans-exclusionary, womyn-born-womyn intention.

Thiswas decided after earlier in the day the National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR's) Kate
Kendall sent aletter to LisaVogel and withdrew its name from Equality Michigan’s petition asking for
MichFest to change its trans-exclusionary, womyn-born-womyn intention.
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Apni 8, 2015

Dear Lisa

As you inow, last summer NCLR sgned the petition sponscred by Equality Michigan caling
on the organizers of the Michigan Womyn's Music Festival (Michfest) to embrace the
presenca of transgendcer women at the iICoNC gatherng. In e wake of 0w SIgNNg, you
contacted uS 10 @xpress your disappointment and anger that NCLR would sign a petition
which called for a boycott of the festival

Many of !he letters we recened recognized Yansgender women as women and S5ters n
struggie. while also arguing that the intention of Michiest does not diminish the kved
expenence of ransgender women

Since then, we have been involved in 8 number of conversations with Michfest wonmn.
Equalty Mchigan. ransgander leaders and colleagues who signed the petition. These
conversations have made clear that there are essential values and perspectives we al
share and that the patBion was not Qoing 10 be an eMective vehicle for a resclusion

NCLR has removed our name from the pettion and will be actively engaged in
CONversations in which we hondr our dfférences whie also pursuing a conclusion that
SUPPONts the gender icently and inclusion of all women in Michfest We have fath that such
a resciution IS possibie

This entire process has been cne of great leaming for me anc, whie we may dsagree on
some issues, | think there are many values we share. | signed the petition on behalf of
NCLR because our Core passion and commitment is that we all ba able 1o live fully and be
embraced as our authentic seives

We are grounded in some deeply held principles, including the belief that discrimination and
Digotry aganst lesbians Is rooted In sexism. misogyny and the devakuation of women. We
do not beleve it is possitie % win iberation for lesbians in a world where misogyny thrives.
Ve also o Not believe we can end the oppression of women and lesdians in a workd where
ransgender women are reviled and targeted

NCLR has come 10 8 deeper understandcing of what Michiest means 10 our communty and
seeis 1o honor that through this process. We also acknowiedge the Michfest organizers
have been rvolved in &N 0NGoING CONVersation over the years on Tis issue. We are
commitiad 10 honast and forthright Balogue 35 & More Constnuctive means for seeking
resciubon and common ground

Sincarely

Figure 1. Copy of NCLR's Kate Kendall’s Letter To MichFest's Lisa Vogel, Dated April 8, 2015
Dear Lisa,

Asyou know, last summer NCLR signed the petition sponsored by Equality Michigan calling on the
organizers of the Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival (Michfest) to embrace the presence of
transgender women at the iconic gathering. In the wake of our signing, you contacted us to express
your disappointment and anger that NCLR would sign a petition which called for a boycott of the
festival.

Many of the letters we received recognized transgender women as women and sistersin struggle, while
also arguing that the intention of Michfest does not diminish the lived experience of transgender
women.

Since then, we have been involved in a number of conversations with Michfest womyn, Equality Michigan,
transgender leaders and colleagues who signed the petition. These conversations have made clear that
there are essential values and perspectives we al share and that the petition was not going to be an
effective vehicle for aresolution.

NCLR has removed our name from the petition and will be actively engaged in conversations in which we
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honor our differences while also pursuing a conclusion that supports the gender identity and inclusion
of al women in Michfest. We have faith that such aresolution is possible.

This entire process has been one of great learning for me and, while we may disagree on some issues, |
think there are many values we share. | signed the petition on behalf of NCLR because our core passion
and commitment is that we al be able to live fully and be embraced as our authentic selves.

We are grounded in some deeply held principles, including the belief that discrimination and bigotry
against leshians is rooted in sexism, misogyny and the devaluation of women. We do not believeit is
possible to win liberation for lesbians in a world where misogyny thrives. We also do not believe we can
end the oppression of women and leshians in aworld where transgender women are reviled and targeted.

NCLR has come to a degper understanding of what Michfest means to our community and seeks to honor
that through this process. We a so acknowledge the Michfest organizers have beeninvolved in an
ongoing conversation over the years on thisissue. We are committed to honest and forthright dialogue

as amore constructive means for seeking resolution and common ground.

Sincerely,
Kate

On April 10th, the LGBTQ Task Force followed suit with its own e-letter regarding pulling its
signature from the MichFest petition.
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From: Rea Carey <rcareythetaskionce ong>
Subject: Mchigan Womyn's Music Festval
Date: Apell 10, 2015 ot 8.15.40 AM EOT

To: Rea Carey <rcareyfthetaskiorce org>

Greetings

Last year, the National LGBTQ Task Force signed onto a petition organized by Equalty Michigan which
caled upon the Michigan Womyn's Music Festval (Michfest) 10 fully welcome and include transgender
women, as women, at the festival

You 100k the tima 10 write 10 mé and | appreciate that you did ~ you and others shared with me your
POrSPOCIVes and expenances on the land that some descnbed as “sacred.” “an annual touchsicne,”
joonic” and “home * | heard that you are angry and hurt by the Task Force and other organzations signing
the petition. | heard fom you and others that Michfest is a tnuly histonc and transformative annual event
that has influenced, inspired and heiped 1o liberate milicns of womyniwomen from the dady tnals and
inbulatons of misogyny and sexism. It holds a very specal place in the hearts of lesbians and other
womyniwomen

In the months between then and now, | have talked with womyniwomen who have attended
womynAwomen who woukl kke to attend. anc omer people who have a vanety of wews. |'ve talkec with
our coleagues at Equaity Michigan, leaders of other crganizatons who have been engaged in this, and
with Yansgender women. From these corversations, | have gleaned shared values, dffering opinions,
and have comea 10 8 view that in order 10 move forward in any type of dalogue we must move beyond the
petition

| am wiiing 10 let you know that the Task Force has asked that our name be removed from the Equality
Michigan petticn and we will be seeing other ways to be in dlalogue about Michfest's intention regarding
transgencer women As we reflecied on the pestion’s contents and read carefully letiers from concemed
peopla kke you, we Came 10 undarstand that the point in tha onginal petition that called for @ boycott of
vendors and performers was misaligned with our own support for womynivemen artsts, craftspeople and
Musicans. Arhough Tat point was withdrawn from the petition, we recognize and share the deep
concem about the Possibie CONCMIC IMPaCt ON WOomynVwomen striving every day 10 make a kving
through their ant, craft and music

Please know that the Task Force’s view regarding the MichFest intenton s rooted in our core vakue of
indusiveness and the festival's extraordinary transformative power. For over 40 years, the Task Force has
worked for the full inclusion of lesbian, Qay, tisexual, ransgender and queer icenfied pecple in all areas
of our lives — whether it be in the workplace, the government, CoOmpanies and, yes. in our own community
The Task Force will remain in active discussion with Michi est womyn/women, Equality Michigan,
transgendcer colieagues, and cther crganizations that signed the petson. The Task Force is committed 10
productive discussions in which we honor our differences and also pursue our desire for MichFest to fully
weicoma the gender identities of all womynwomen at the festival, including transgencer women

For over 40 yaars, the Task Forca has worked for 8 changed world. A world in which we can all
XPenence Kberation. A workd in which misogyny Cannct Bwive. A workd in which womyn/women, lesbians,
bisexual women and transgender women no longer expenence sexism, targeted attacks and the most
horribie form of viclenca — murder. As we intensify our work 10 take on all of the challenges we face as a
maovement, know that these values are at the heart of what we do.

With care and in solidanty

Rea

Figure 2. LGBTQ Task Force's Rea Carey's E-letter To LGBTQ Community Regarding MichFest Petition, dated April 10,
2015

Greetings,

Last year, the National LGBTQ Task Force signed onto a petition organized by Equality Michigan which
called upon the Michigan Womyn's Music Festival (Michfest) to fully welcome and include transgender
women, as women, at the festival.

Y ou took the time to write to me and | appreciate that you did - you and others shared with me your
perspectives and experiences on the land that some described as “ sacred,” “an annual touchstone,”

iconic” and “home.” | heard that you are angry and hurt by the Task Force and other organizations
signing the petition. | heard from you and others that Michfest isatruly historic and transformative
annual event that has influenced, inspired and helped to liberate millions of womyn/women from the daily
trials and tribulations of misogyny and sexism. It holds a very special place in the hearts of leshians

and other womyn/women.

In the months between then and now, | have talked with womyn/women who have attended, womyn/women

who would like to attend, and other people who have a variety of views. |’ ve talked with our colleagues
at Equality Michigan, leaders of other organizations who have been engaged in this, and with
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transgender women. From these conversations, | have gleaned shared values, differing opinions, and
have come to aview that in order to move forward in any type of dialogue we must move beyond the
petition.

I am writing to let you know that the Task Force has asked that our name be removed from the Equality
Michigan petition and we will be seeking other ways to be in dialogue about Michfest’ s intention

regarding transgender women. As we reflected on the petition’s contents and read carefully letters

from concerned people like you, we came to understand that the point in the original petition that called

for aboycott of vendors and performers was misaligned with our own support for womyn/women artists,
craftspeople and musicians. Although that point was withdrawn from the petition, we recognize and

share the deep concern about the possible economic impact on womyn/women striving every day to make a
living through their art, craft and music.

Please know that the Task Force's view regarding the MichFest intention is rooted in our core value

of inclusiveness and the festival’ s extraordinary transformative power. For over 40 years, the Task
Force has worked for the full inclusion of leshian, gay, bisexua, transgender and queer identified
peoplein al areas of our lives - whether it be in the workplace, the government, companies and, yes, in
our own community.

The Task Force will remain in active discussion with MichFest womyn/women, Equality Michigan,
transgender colleagues, and other organizations that signed the petition. The Task Force is committed
to productive discussions in which we honor our differences and also pursue our desire for MichFest to
fully welcome the gender identities of all womyn/women at the festival, including transgender women.

For over 40 years, the Task Force has worked for a changed world. A world in which we can all

experience liberation. A world in which misogyny cannot thrive. A world in which womyn/women, lesbians,
bisexual women and transgender women no longer experience sexism, targeted attacks and the most
horrible form of violence - murder. Aswe intensify our work to take on al of the challenges we face asa
movement, know that these values are at the heart of what we do.

With care and in solidarity,
Rea

On April 10th, | called Emily Dievendorf, the Executive Director of Equality Michigan, and informed
her of our decision to suspend our participation in the petition in an attempt to foster the kind of
honest and forthright dialogue that Kate Kendall suggests; we are committed to the truly productive
discussions that Rea Carey states are necessary. These kinds of discussions cannot be done with
intermediaries alone.

In the past weeks, we in the United States saw that direct, honest and forthright dialogue with
representatives of Iran brought an agreement with Iran, a country that our nation has had poor
relations with since the 1970s. Much of trans community has endured poor relations with MichFest
leadership since the 1970s, and it’ s time for similar direct honest and forthright dialogue between
representatives of trans community and MichFest organizers towards truly productive discussions.

We at The TransAdvocate know that this type of dialogue was suggested to the organizers at
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MichFest last year and the idea was rejected; we have had an intermediary reach out and suggest the
same for this year. We have the urgency of now.

It would be too easy for LisaVogel to say that there is only four months until the next MichFest, so
thereisinsufficient time to work this out before the next MichFest. Thisis simply untrue.

Lisaknows trans womyn have attended MichFest for many years -- trans womyn who identify themselves
as womyn-born-womyn. She doesn’t have to change the change the womyn-born-womyn intention, she just
needs to say “ Trans womyn who identify as womyn-born-womyn are welcome at MichFest.”

Lisa already acknowledges that trans womyn are womyn. So, it's just asmall step forward to meet with a
number of us, and another small step forward to acknowledge that trans womyn who identify as
womyn-born-womyn are welcome at MichFest.

To paraphrase Alice Paul, our women’'s movement -- our womyn’'s movement -- is a sort of mosaic. Each of
us putsin one little stone, and then, in the end, you get a great mosaic. Trans women -- trans womyn who
identify as womyn-born-womyn -- are needed at MichFest to bring our stones for the great mosaic. If we
can never, by intention, never openly bring our stones, then that mosaic will never truly be complete.

We at the TransAdvocate are making a good-faith effort to engage MichFest in dialogue with the goal

of areconciliation that will bring an end to the decades of trauma the MichFest, trans and feminist
communities have experienced. So, we at The TransAdvocate are giving pause; we're giving space. We're
giving space to give an opportunity for the face-to-face meetings that are long overdue to reconcile,

heal, and embrace the core value of inclusiveness. We, along with MichFest associated intermediaries
who are in dialogue with the TransAdvocate, have reached out to Vogel and await a response.
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