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Abstract

“Tranny” seemsto be a contentious term within the GLBT community. For many in the trans community,
we' ve known “ tranny” to be a term associated with the gay (specifically gay male) community; a term used
by gay men to talk about the trans experiencesin a pithy, ironic or comical way. The termis usually spelled
oneof two [...]

Article

“Tranny” seemsto be a contentious term within the GLBT community. For many in the trans community,
we' ve known “tranny” to be aterm associated with the gay (specifically gay male) community; aterm
used by gay men to talk about the trans experiences in a pithy, ironic or comical way. The term isusually
spelled one of two ways:. “Tranny” or “ Trannie”. Recently a number of notables have begun experiencing
the ire of the trans community when the term is used in a public forum. The trans community asserts that
“tranny” isaterm akin to “faggot”. Some have asserted their right to use the term in public while

others assert that the public use of the term is disrespectful.

Instead of quibbling over opinions, let’sinstead |ook at the historical context this term has been used
(and by whom) during its short existence as aword associated with the trans experience.

The Oxford Dictionary of English Slang (p. 336) has the following entry:

Trannie: Noun. A transvestite. 1983 -. GAY TIMES“ By 11 pm they seem drunkenly immune to the
influx of trannies, trendies, and other creatures of the night” (1990). [ From abbreviation of
transvestite + -ie.]

Word Usage: Historical Context

1985
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her wig.
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1985, New Y orker, page 49
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“In March, Sally joined a cabaret act called the Tranny Crew. The group consisted of three women and
one transvestite. All four stuffed their bras and performed original rap music at the Pyramid Club.”

1986

New Society | Augat 1586

PERSONAL VIEW 2 sext Joun Rivens, the neat duy Princess

Margaret. the next Joan Collims. First man on
e cover of Cosmopodivas, first man to say he

peeferred & cup of 1ea 10 sex—Boy George
came to see hummicll a1 the transy #bo tamed

e the world, of 3t leaut the gase willage
- o it a bard, s it 8 jumbo pet—ao, ity Seper-

1986, New Society (p. 23)

“First man on the cover of Cosmopolitan, first man to say he preferred a cup of teato sex - Boy George
came to see himself athe tranny who tamed the world, or at least the global village.”

1991

‘Queer means to fuck with gender. There are straight queers, bi-queers,
tranny queers, lez queers, fag queers, SM queers, fisting queers in every
single street in this apathetic country (J ours.” Anonymous leaflet:
‘Queer Power Now”, London, 1991, quoted in Smyth, Cherry Lesbians
Talk Queer Notions, Scarlet Press, London, 1992, p. 17.

1991 Queer Community Flier

“Queer means to fuck with gender. There are straight queers, bi-queers, tranny queers, lez queers, fag
queers, SM queers, fisting queersin every single street in this apathetic country of ours.”

1993

impersonation that belies complete disguise: the hairy leg in the lace sus-
pender, the bald pate in the bonnet. In ‘tranny’ iransvestite) publications
such as The World of Trausvestism, a man’s hirsute call protrudes
beneath the silken skirt, the shadow of an erection is pressed against the
lacy lingerie. One TV writes:

1993, Dirty looks: Women, Pornography, Power, p. 215
“Cross-dressers often desire, not the security of a perfect imitation, but rather the delicious
impersonation that belies complete disguise: the hairy leg in the lace suspender, the bald pate in the

bonnet. In ‘tranny* (transvestite) publications such as The World of Transvestite, aman’s hairsuit
calf protrudes beneath the silken skirt, the shadow of an erection is pressed against the lacy lingerie.”

1994

Peep show Ak edan, e o

1994, The Advocate Magazine p 115
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“Rub-a-dub-dub, atranny in atub”

Karen nodded. “He worked the tranny strip on Davie oft
Burrard, How's your hand?" She eyed the splints on his fin-

gers,
“I'm ambidextrous,” Nick said, and threw her a smile,
“Gimme crack and I'll rim you,” Karen whispered.

1994, Ripper by Michael Slade, p159

“Karen nodded. “He worked the tranny strip on Davie off Burrard. How' s your hand?’ She eyed the
splints on his fingers. “I’'m ambidextrous,” Nick said, and threw her asmile. “Gimme crack and I'll rim

you,” Karen whispered.
1998
The domain tranny.com is created

2000

8 ENTERTAINMENY o Wnows Fan Parss Sor

Series explores alternative side of sexuality

TORONTO — Transvestites,  taries alrisg Nov. 1317, exgloce  programmisg programs. Women
transexaaly, Rooosexvals, the “mtimate cholces and chal-  Whe Leve Killers gxastines the
wormen who love kilers and dis-  lenges of baman sexaality in all  phenarsensn of women win fisd
shlad havers. fex shopes and sizes romasce with convicted ssusder

All are explored In o serfes of In Thanety Schocd, 8 foemes porn ers And fisalty, A Lowe Less Ord)
documentaries the Life Necwork  model corduces raising classes  nary 35 ap accownt of how four
airs sext wosth uncher the title  nbow to te a trensvestile Going  doabled wemen have come 1o
Ansther Side ol Life Straight looks ot a recemt Oheisi-  Mind thale sexualiey.

The five haurldosy decamen-  fan fusdamentalist trend, pay de- - Cacadoe Pres

October 2000, Winnipeg Free Press

“In Tranny School, aformer porn model conductstraining classesin how to be atransvestite.”

2002

ARTS AND CULTURE

Srrthing vtk SwAnE AR TAME Anoving & TEing cbant (v Sevde Fe

Kaydn Htlabalso

T
W O

Suntny g 1
P S o,

August 2002, Santa Fe Reporter

“Not since The Rocky Horror Picture Show has a rag-tag troupe of trannie glamsters rocked so hard,
and with such heart. Originally conceived and written by John Cameron Mitchell (who spent some of his
formative yearsin Albuquerque), Hedwig and the Angry Inch isamusical about an aging German
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punk/glam chanteuse, Hedwig (ne Hansel), whose life is dictated by a sex change operation gone way, way

wrong--the mishap |eaves Hedwig stuck somewhere between male and female.”

2003

Otherwise, transgender
characters “are primanly
brought in during sweeps,”
laments Adams, “where
they're either the ‘tragic

tranny” — homeless, murder

victim, killer — or, when

there's a sort of liberal pater-

nalism: Oh, these poor sick

people, we really need to

help them.” He notes that a

recent episcde of CBS’ top-

rated CS1 centered on “'an

elusive criminal mastermind,

a serial killer, where it's

revealed that he had a sex-

change opneration from

female to male, with creepy

flashbacks and horror music

behind it.”
“Otherwise, transgender characters “are primarily brought in .during sweeps,” laments Adams, “where
they’re either the ‘tragic tranny* -- homeless, murder victim, killer -- or, when there's a sort of liberal
paternalism: Oh, these poor sick people, we really need to help them.”” He notes that a recent episode of
CBS' operated CSI centered on “an elusive criminal mastermind, a serial killer, whereit’ s revealed

that he had a sex change operation from female to male, with creepy flashbacks and horror music behind
it

9 p.m.

. NYPDBlue s
Medavoy and Jones (Gordon Clapp, ,
Henry Simmons) are shocked to dis-

cover that the murder of a young. -

Pakistani woman may have been: |
committed by her father in'the new.
episode: Tranny Get Your Gun. Po-'
hce detectives from' the precmct -'f

‘also investigate the" stabbmg ot‘ a
transvestlte prostltute. S St

X e X *

2003 TV listing for NYPD Blue' s“ Tranny Get Y our Gun”
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Clip from NYPD Blue's“Tranny Get Y our Gun”

BY JONANNA WIDNE R e all-ages cahew uarty A
culture®@s!reparter.com

BACKROAD PI2ZA
l (1807 Second St., Bidg. 1, 555.8054)

As of peess fiemn, Sackoads schadule hiG 1ot boen
‘ I

June 2003, Santa Fe Reporter

“Mothers, lock the doors and hide your children (unless you happen to be a member of PFLAG), because
Pride Week is upon us. The Paramount has long been the traditional cornerstone of Pride activities,

but this year Swig joinsin on the fun, and the queer-friendly gaggle of ladies ‘n’ trannie gents at
Backroad Pizza will throw a new twist into this favorite institution.”

ay, and I8 & graat plach

[, |
' OUT OF FOCUS

Y IONANNA WIONER
colture@siiegartar.com

BITS AND PIECES
Tha piat few WOOhS o b, oW, ¢
perciueled by spnees of caburechery
P 16 dew, Lelfing 3 drange

with metrg sty P20
12 oy amaver %0 Dl

ar

ratnly Dhey feabe e Rappy, aal hhe B ol
rorsenls of 1% (06T few e

October 2003, Santa Fe Reporter

“Moment-in-time #2 a so involved Andy Primm and Chopper Sick Balls' lead singer Sue Fury. It was last
Sunday night, when CSB opened for the Hollis Wake at Bar B. The Hollis Wake busted into their groovy
little number “Gingivitis,” prompting Primm and Fury to commence what can only be described as strange
punk rock lambada. It was hot and sexually ambiguous-- here’ s a borderline trannie singer with melting
Iggy Pop eyeliner dirty dancing with Santa Fe's answer to David Bowie--and it made me feel sexy and
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careless and happy | was there.

tranny 1642 up, 657 down ) &7

1. transvestite

2. transsexual

3. transparency (photog.)
4, transit van (veh.)

"Fuck. I have left the trannies of the trannies in the back of the tranny."

- A fetish photographer.

buy tranny mugs & shirts
2 iz RELRERRIIE] <hare this | add a video

2003 Urban Dictionary: Tranny
2004
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November 2004, The Gleaner

“Thereal Ignacio (Francisco Boira), a drugged-out trannie, collapses over atypewriter while writing
and smashes his/her heavily made-up face into the keys.”

2005

On Sanurday, Nov 12, Wise F'ool New Mexico boest Lymace Breedlove and her Oue Freak Show
Brecdlove has been ¢ voeimcmg wod for mearty o derade with her queer punk basd Tiibe &
and her one- pesson One Froak Show is pare icing oo the h(.\h Billed us » performance of
“quter bomehop pemkmock sugaeoned femasen manny theory sund up comady on taregender
badiex, famdy. and community.” Beesdlove's show & o multifscesed eplocation of gemler naves
through the eyes of ane of queer culwime’s mest cutipoken and hamooss devoless Theangh
memic. spoben word, and some creative use of soafled animels, the polities of wexualicy get & much-
seeded dose of DOTSoactions seli-examination. The show stares % 8 p.m. & Wise Fool Studse,
2778 Agua Fria Sc, Unit D, and rickess see $10

2005, Pasatiempo Magazine

On Saturday, Nov. 12, Wise Fool New Mexico hosts Lynnee Breedlove and her One Freak Show.
Breedlove has been entertaining audiences for nearly a decade with her queer punk band Tribe 8, and
her one-person One Freak Show is pureicing on the tranny cake. Billed as a performance of " queer
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homohop punkrock sugarcoated feminist tranny theory.- stand-up comedy on transgender bodies, family,
and community,” Breedloves show is a multifaceted exploration of gender issues through the eyes of one
of queer cultures most outspoken and humorous devotees. Through music, spoken word, and some
creative use of stuffed animals, the politics of sexuality get a much needed dose of not-so-serious

self-examination.

Stryker

! contnued from Page C1
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March 2005, Minnipeg Free Press

“On the other hand, there is a painstaking affirmation of traditional native tolerance to marginal
sexuality -- here represented by the aforementioned tranny hookers affiliated with the Indian Posse, a
sign, Gonick and co-scriptwriter David Mclntosh have compromised their script with agendas of their
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October 2005, Associated Press

“1 don't want to call it asplit personality -- but sometimes, | feel like agirl. So | put on the costume,
what feels comfortable,” says the 18-year-old Chicagoan, who refersto himself as “tranny boy.” The
term is deliberately ambiguous, reflecting the gray areain which Polanco exists, where gender is blurred
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The Tranny Pack

¢ Jane Tunks Conrerents AA
The beloved variety show has boom woefully absent from our television screens (n recent times.
Though ABC did bless America with one epésede of The Nick & Jessica Variery Hoar, since the
‘yos-era golden age of The Sonny and Cher Comedy JHowr and Donny and Marte, this fun-filled

genre has been nowhere 1o be found,

Toanight an all-transgender troupe revives the
vaudevillian ast foem with the "Tranny
Roadshow,"” a cross-country toar of artists and
pecformers, Jamee Terry and Kelly
Shorundqooer, the organizess, deseride the event
on its Web site as a “unique variety show where
e expression of gender and the expression of
self are inseparable.” They're also the co-
founders of e Denver Zine Library, 8o it's st

s e = . Tervesson Jones and Caroys Conreldy hom e
surpeising that the "Roadshow” has 2 decidedly Cross-Gender Caravan

April 2005, San Francisco Weekly

“The Tranny Pack - Tonight an all-transgender troupe revives the vaudevillian are for with the” Tranny

Roadshow.” across-country tour of artists and performers.”

Use of Trannie/Tranny in Books: 1983 - 2008

The above graph reviews the frequency in which the terms “tranny” and “trannie” were used in books
published between 1983 and 2008. It’ s worth noting that until the 1980s, the term “tranny”

referred to any of the following words: transistor, radio, television, photograph or transmission.
However, note the rise in the words use between the 1994 - 2001. Since this spike corresponds with a
spikein other trans terms, it’'s reasonable to conclude that it wasin first part of the 1990s that

“tranny” entered into common usage by society at large.

Current Contexts

Now that I" ve reviewed the way in which this term was used in ahistorical context, let’slook at the way

our culture currently uses this term:

2008 1tes 2004 22 . atee

at ce 2010 011 o33
[ The last value prior 1o the forecast s based on partial data and may change. Lean more

I"" Forecast values are based exciusively on the extrapolation of past values. Loam more
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Tranny/Trannie Google search frequency

The above graph isareview of the frequency people use google to search for “tranny” and “trannie”
between the years 2003 and 2011. During the last year (2011), a number of incidents account for
spikesin the search trends:

| C)'Shamcey tranny’ remark raises ire on Twitter

D)X Factor Pam's Yranr nal fury

LEJChns l a tranny

1L econd a lranme

|G)Plan B raveals his tranny Plan C at 3 booze-fyellad Brts aftershow bash

Cultural Context: 2011

Now letslook at exactly what people look for when they’re google' n “tranny” and “trannie”:

Top searches @ Rising searches

1. tranny tube 100 1. tranny tube Breakout
2. tranny sex 100 2. tranny xxx +400%
3. tranny porn 100 3. sexy tranny +200%
4. shemale tranny 95 4. tranny porn +180%
5. shemale 95 5. free tranny porn +150%
6. free tranny 20 6. tranny movie +140%
7. tranny xxx —— 5 7. black tranny +110%
8. tranny movie ——— 2 8. tranny videos +80%
9. video tranny —— 4() 9. video tranny +60%
10. tranny videos S—— 0 10. tranny sex +40%

Cultural Context

How does interest in “tranny” and “trannie” stack up against other trans terms such as “transsexual”
and “transgender” ?
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M

Search volume: Tranny (blue), Trannie (red), Transsexual (yellow) and Transgender (green)
When the data are narrowed to specific categories, interesting trends arise:

- Arts & Entertainment (TV & Video, Online Media):

- Online Communities (Dating & Personals, Forum & Chat Providers):

- People and Society (Ethnic & Identity Groups, Social Issues & Advocacy):

- News (Gossip & Tabloid News, Celebrities & Entertainment News, Newspapers):
(Note: The barsin the graph represent averages for each line on the above chart graph)

Wrap up
From the evidence available to me, | feel that | can draw some conclusions:

- Thisterm seems to have originated from the gay male community.

- Thisterm seems, init’s original context, to relate to performers (closely associated with the party
culture) of one type or another.

- The term became more closely aligned with the drag community (both FTM and MTF) in the 1980s to
mid-1990s.

- The term became more closely aligned with the sex industry in the mid-1990s and this seems to be an
upward trend.

- The term dominates googl e searches by orders of magnitude in most areas (especialy in the media)
with the exception of specific social causes.

- There seems to be a disconnect between the gay and drag community’ s uses the term “tranny” and
the way the term “tranny” is most commonly used outside of these communities by the society at large.

Some debatable questions:
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- What impact does an obviously very popular context of framing the trans experience (tranny) have
on social justice movements?

- When the magjority clearly associates “tranny” with the sex industry while the gay and drag
community associates the term with performance and partying, will this affect the ability of the GLBT
community to communicate well?

cross-posted from Ehipassiko
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