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Abstract

The following article was published in 1974. Note the way the overall public held anti-trans views in
contempt. Note the dismissive way the author of this article reported on TERF bigotry. | think this
article serves as an important cautionary tale because | can’t help but note that today, like in this
1974 article, some feminists and transfolk [ ...]

Article

Those who do not Rnow their history are doomed
to Reep stepping in it.

#TERFweek

The following article was published in 1974. Note the way the overall public held anti-trans viewsin
contempt. Note the dismissive way the author of this article reported on TERF bigotry. | think this
article serves as an important cautionary tale because | can’t help but note that today, like in this
1974 article, some feminists and trans folk seem to think TERF anti-trans dogmaisirrelevant.

Please never forget the damage they’ ve caused. They are as hubris as they are cruel; TERFs have
repeatedly shown that they take perverse pleasure in increasing the level of suffering within the trans
population. The harm TERFs went on to inflict upon the trans community after this article was published
isarguably without parallel.
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BEBE INFILTRATES FEMINIST CONFERENCE

At arecent feminist conference, drag queen Bebe J. Scarpie successfully was able to infiltrate the
question line, from which men were excluded, in order to challenge Jill Johnston, the radical esbian
columnist. Miss Johnston, is primarily noted for arecent letter to the National Organization of Women,
in which she proposed that mothers neglect to care for male babies. She also attacked drag actress
Holly Woodlawn, when the latter was making a public appearance. At this conference she wanted to allow
only those males necessary for artificial insemination to exist. Bebe accused Jill of being a Neo-fascist
and dictating to women as well as men. At this point however, a radical esbian recognized her from
previous encounters, and screamed out, “ Jill don’t answer, it'samale question.” The audience,
composed 50% of college students and 50% of Jill’s entourage, was | eft in total amazement. It was
interesting since with their close cropped hair and full denim ouitfits, the radical women were more
transvestites than Bebe!

Finally one of the straight women present picked up Behe' s line of questioning. Jill again demonstrated
an inability to build any logic sequence of thoughts and she succeeded in boring half the college
students into leaving while she was trying to explain that sleeping with a male made awoman amale, to
which this straight sister replied then it made her boyfriend a woman.

It was overheard by one of Babe's friends that the radical panel had muttered that they couldn’t
believe this was happening to them. Drag Power!

Some who may not be aware of the painful history that the TERF movement has inspired might be tempted
to, aswe' ve done in the past, think that TERFs are simply an irrelevant group of logically-incoherent

trolls. They, like the author of this 1974 article, might find comfort in believing that this

fundamentalist group won't be able to do anything to actually affect the lives of rea people.

It was a denia-based indifference that allowed the TERF movement to harm so many in the past and it is
my hope that over the course of #TERFweek, some of the denial the TERF movement needs to ensure
that TERF ideology can be unquestioningly promoted within academia and media outlets might be
dispelled.
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110 TRANSGENDER HISTORY

and related presentations shortly after its publication, Raymond
further recommended gender reorientation for transsexuals by means
of feminist consciousness-raising therapy, which would explore “the
social origins of the transsexual problem and the consequences of the
medical-technical solution,” and public education campaigns in which
ex-transsexuals would speak of their dissatisfactions with changing
sex, and in which former providers of medical services to transsexuals
would discuss why they decided to stop providing services.
Transgender community members have asked since the 1970s
how anyone could fail to see that Raymond’s rhetoric and policy
recommendations replicate arguments made by ex-gay ministries,
antiabortion activists, bigots, and fearmongers of many stripes. In
spite of these protestations, antitransgender discourses continued
to proliferate in the 1980s, when it became common to denounce
transsexuality as a “mutilating” practice and, if anything, the level of
vitriol directed against transgender people actually increased. A 1986
letter to the editor published in the San Francisco lesbian newspaper
Coming Up captures the vehemence with which transsexuals could be

publicly vilified:

One cannot change ones gender. What occurs is a cleverly
manipulated exterior: what has been done is mutation.
What exists beneath the deformed surface is the same person
who was there prior to the deformity. People who break or
deform their bodies [act] out the sick farce of a deluded,
patriarchal approach to nature, alienated from true being.
.« . When an estrogenated man with breasts loves women,
that is not lesbianism, that is mutilated perversion. [Such

an individual] is not a threat to the lesbian community, he
Figure 1. Transgender History by Susan Stryker, page 110

NOTE:

The nuances of language have come along way since 1974. The different and nuanced way's of
understanding trans identities were only just beginning to be discussed within the trans community
itself. Additionally, in 1974 and the TERF colonization of the RadFem identity had already begun. This
was only ayear after a Radical Feminist was beaten by TERFs for attempting to protect the physical
safety of atranswoman at the 1973 West Coast Leshian Conference. It wasn't until 2008 that the
feminist community created the term “ TERF" as a means of distinguishing between aa movement
hyper-focused on oppressing trans people and the actual feminist/Radical Feminist movement.
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