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Abstract

August, 1970 Readers knock, praise the big parade Editor: As a subscriber and reader of your paper, |
would like to comment on the Christopher Street West Parade held last Sunday (June 23) herein L.A. |
consider myself pretty well up on what is happening regarding current affairs relevant to our segment of
society, [...]
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AUGUST 5-18, 1970

ADVOCATE

MailBag

Readers knock, praise the big parade

Figure 1. Advocate-19700805

August, 1970

Editor:

As a subscriber and reader of
your paper, 1 would like to com-
ment on the Christopher Street
West Parade held last Sunday
{June 28) here in LA

1 consider myself pretty well
up on what is happening regard-
ing current affairs relevant to our
segment of society, and | felt this
type of demonstration was a
great idea,

1 guess | thought too soon.
['hat pazade did ntore harm than
good. By showing us off as a
group of silly freaks, those
queens sure lowered our public
tmage to the level public opinion
has had it set for years.

How can we make demands
for equality, based on our rights
as normal citizens, when our pub-
lic image is constantly destroyed
by flamboyincy and poor laste.

Reader s knock, praise the big parade

Editor:

As a subscriber and reader of your paper, | would like to comment on the Christopher Street West

Parade held last Sunday (June 23) herein L.A.

| consider myself pretty well up on what is happening regarding current affairs relevant to our

1, as much as anyone else,
really enjoy a campy good time,
but a public demonstration is not
really the place for dropping
beads and “in"' jokes.

Where were the “normal look-
ing fags,” the college types and so
on, whose appearance would bol-
ster our image? X

I was rather embarmrassed to be
one of us last Sunday, and I am
sur¢ a lot of other gay people
were embarrassed too.

If we caa’t get ourselves to-
gether for a better show than that
parede, we'd better forget the
whole idea, rather than destroy
what dignity we have left.

I am sure everyone concerned
meant well and had sincerely
honest intentions; nevertheless it
was 3 poor show,

Name Withheld
Los Angeles

segment of society, and | felt this type of demonstration was a great idea.

| guess | thought too soon. That parade did more harm than good. By showing us off as a group of
silly freaks, those queens sure lowered our public image to the level public opinion has had it set for

years.

How can we make demands for equality, based on our rights as normal citizens, when our publicimageis

constantly destroyed by flamboyancy and poor taste.
I, as much as anyone else, really enjoy a campy good time, but a public demonstration is not really the

place for dropping beadsand “ in” jokes.

Where were the “ normal looking fags,” the college types and so on, whose appearance would bol ster

our image?
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| was rather embarrassed to be one of uslast Sunday, and | am sure a lot of other gay people were
embarrassed too.

If we can’t get ourselves together for a better show than that parade, we' d better forget the
whole idea, rather than destroy what dignity we have | ft.

| am sure everyone concerned meant well and had sincerely honest intentions; nevertheless, it was a
poor show.

Name Withheld

Los Angeles
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Remember, the‘queens’ had the balls!

Editor: :

This is addressed to the “Name The use of the word “fag” by
Withheld" correspondent regard- the correspondent indicates 2
ing the Christopher Street West deep self-hatred which should be
parade. As | resde in Brookiyn corrected,

Heights, 1 can only refer to our When the correspondent is no
own demonstration = which 1 longer afraid 1o use his name 0
proudly participated. 1 do believe, your publication and Jearns to

Figure 2. Advocate-19700902

September, 1970

however, that both parades were
quite similar.

1 would like to know if the
anonymous correspondent partici-
pated in the march or if he re-
mained on the sidewalk, afraid to
commit himszlf. Also, he should
remember that the homophile
community rangss from flamboy-
ant drzg gueent 10 copservative
closet queens—but we are zll
human and shouk! join together in
this our common struggle. Please
don’t forget that it was the DRAG
QUEENS who fooght back last
year, not we closet queens.

I'll tell you where the “normal
looking homosexuwals™ were. They
were at the beaches, the thestre,
away for the weekend, od nau-
seam, because they are not yet lib-
erated from themselves.

Remember, the ‘queens’ had the balls!

Editor:

aczept ALL his brothers and sis-

ters, then and oaly then will we

succeed in our pé:i(tful revolu-
tion.

Dick Griffo

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Thisis addressed to the “ Name Withheld” correspondent regarding the Christopher Street West
parade. As| reside in Brooklyn Heights, | can only refer to our own demonstration in which | proudly
participated. | do believe, however, that both parades were quite similar.

| would like to know if the anonymous correspondent participated in the march or if he remained on
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the sidewalk, afraid to commit himself. Also, he should remember that the homophile community ranges
from flamboyant drag queens to conservative closet queers--but we are all human and should join
together in this our common struggle. Please don't forget that it was the DRAG QUEENS who fought
back last year, not we closet queens.

I'1l tell you where the “ normal looking homosexuals’ were. They were at the beaches, the theatre,
away for the weekend, ad nauseam, because they are not yet liberated from themsel ves.

The use of the word “ fag” by the correspondent indicates a deep self-hatred which should he
corrected.

When the correspondent is no longer afraid to use his name in your publication and learns to adept
ALL his brothers and sisters, then and only then will we succeed in our peaceful revolution.

Dick Griffo

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Cross-posted from ENDA Blog 2.0
See Also:
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Stonewall

"Transvestites,

transsexuals, gays and

lesbians stood shoulder-to-
shoulder here, so it's
appropriate to salute
their fearlessness here."

- Jimmy Pisano,

Stonewall Owner

-

Figure 4. " Transvestites, transsexuals, gays and lesbians stood shoulder-to-shoulder here, so it’s appropriate to salute
their fearlessness here.” - Jimmy Pisano, Owner of the Stonewall Inn
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