
TRANSADVOCATE | ACADEMIC EDITION

TRANSADVOCATE

Southern Poverty Law Center: Monitor Gender
Identity Watch as a Hate Group

By Cristan Williams

Published November 22, 2013

https://www.transadvocate.com/southern-poverty-law-center-monitor-gender-identity-watch-as-a-hate-group_n_10904.htm

Abstract

As a feminist organization, Secular Woman promotes gender equality. We stand against and combat sexism,

hate, intolerance, and misogyny. Transgender women are women. Cisgender women are women. We do not, in

any way, view the existence of transgender women, genderqueer individuals or transgender men as a threat

to the safety of women, female identity, or [...]

Article

As a feminist organization, Secular Woman promotes gender equality. We
stand against and combat sexism, hate, intolerance, and misogyny.

Transgender women are women.

Cisgender women are women.

We do not, in any way, view the existence of transgender women, genderqueer individuals or transgender

men as a threat to the safety of women, female identity, or the goals of feminism.

As intersectional feminists we acknowledge the privilege that cisgender people experience. We aim to

dismantle the axis of oppression that this represents.

Unfortunately, not all who claim the label “feminist” agree with us. They do not represent us and we

reject their actions and views as unethical and devoid of reason.

We stand in opposition.

Members of our community have been targeted by trans-exclusionary radical feminists (TERFs).

Personal information such as former names, current legal names, and photographs have been compiled and

displayed on the website “Name the Problem”. Several of the entries are self-attributed to “Pegasus”

(a pseudonym of Cathy Brennan, the head of Gender Identity Watch). This information was presented

alongside reports describing rapists and batterers of women.

Countless others, including members of transgender advocacy groups have reported similar treatment,

as well as other alarming behavior, such as Cathy Brennan contacting employers, schools and medical

doctors of transgender women, girls and young men.

This is unacceptable.
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It is anathema to our vision of a future in which women have the opportunities and resources they need

to participate openly and confidently in every aspect of society.

Cathy Brennan’s tactics, as described, are reprehensible, reckless, and irresponsible as they have the

potential to embolden violence and harassment of those she targets and to result in job loss and other

discrimination informed by the open knowledge of the target’s transgender status.

Refusal to afford transgender women inclusion, safety, and civil rights is a form of misogyny that is

antithetical to feminism.

We invite fellow feminists and secularists, as well as others concerned, to proactively affirm the

inclusion of all women as women. Condemn the toxic ideologies used to rationalize hate, fear, and

discrimination based on gender.

Stand with us in petitioning the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) to track the activities of Cathy

Brennan’s Gender Identity Watch as a hate group in accordance with SPLC’s stated mission.

Signed in Solidarity,

Secular Woman

Stop Abuse Online

Skepchick

Trinity Aodh, Melody Hensley, M. A. Melby, Veronica K. Berglyd Olsen, Kim Rippere, Mary Ellen Sikes,

Dana Lane Taylor

Figure 1. change
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