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Abstract

I’ve noticed that TERFstend to lie. Like, alot. Asin, metric tons of BS TERFsfar and wide are
currently gnashing their collective teeth over the reality that their hate-fest conference
(#RadFem2013) was booted from its venue for the second year in a row. Instead of being an emotional
adult about their situation, they instead [ ...]

Article

I’ve noticed that TERFstend to lie. Like, alot. Asin, metric tons of BS.

TERFs far and wide are currently gnashing their collective teeth over the reality that their hate-fest
conference (#RadFem2013) was booted from its venue for the second year in arow. Instead of being
an emotional adult about their situation, they instead (of course) chose to construct a narrative
wherein their bad behavior had nothing to do with their eviction; instead, they’re victims of a
conspiracy. In other words, they al chosen to collectively lie about what happened.

| recently saw this TERF tweet about the ‘fallacy of cis privilege' and thought I'd check out. The
tweet linked to an archive.org post which opines about the non-existence of cis privilege:

“ Being radfem means you spend 80% of your time repeating yourself for drive-by commenters’
web.ar chive.org/web/2010083122... But not at #radfem2013!
-- | disgust me (@umlolidunno) April 24, 2013

Let's play a quick game. Which do you think the self-identified RadFem did to disprove cis privilege?
Did she...

A.) Honestly discuss and review the issues and offer evidence-based critiques?
B.) Present afallacious argument and lie about the trans experience in a puerile attempt of PWNage?

Actually, the answer is A!

She offered an amazingly insightful critique of post-modern... No, I'm fuckn’ with ya. It's B. Of course

it'sB:
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Figure 1. Source: Archive.com

Before | get into deconstructing this RadFem lie, let’s review definitions (cuz TERFs luv them some

word games!):

Gender isageneric term we use to refer to any/all aspects of gender orientation, gender identity and

gender expression:
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But wait! There’s MOAR!
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Masc. gender box

Lined with silk
o
JaplgEe )
~~ _-——¢ encrusted with
made from  (CTe e e T8 87K the rubies of
solid gold privilege
—y

Fem. gender box% crate

¢ Lined with fiithy

o dog blanket
splinters
N ‘

the chains of 5
subjugation

Trans or not, one is not privileged for being
forced into the fem gender crate from birth.

IT'S THE FUCKING OPPOSITE OF A PRIVILEGE

2/10



TRANSADVOCATE | Revisiting ‘the fallacy of cis privilege, again.’

Gender
QOrientation

Subjective

Gender
dentity
IS u bjc;ti\«e , Gender
sl by Expression
Subjective

experience of
communicating
gender orientation
and identity

Gender is the subjective
result of the brain’s
neurology within the
context of society’s
culture.

CristanWilliams.com

Figure 2. gender-orientation

Gender Orientation refers to one’ s subjective experience of one’s physical sex. Gender Identity
refers to one' s subjective experience of a cultural sex. Gender Expression refersto one's

subjective experience of communicating gender orientation and identity. Taken together, these three
dimensions of gender are the subjective result of the brain’s neurology within the context of a
society’s culture.

One' s gender orientation might be male, while their gender identity could be female even though their
gender expression is androgynous. Gender is, in fact, multi-dimensional and not al of these dimensions
are always aligned. (e.g., third gender)

When we talk about gender, we're talking about these three dimensions. When someone says that their
gender is hard-wired, they’ re saying that they have an innate sense of their physical sex.Note 1

Transgender (AKA: trans, trans*, TG) is an umbrella term that encompasses a variety of people
including transsexual's, crossdressers, drag kings and queens, as well as bigender and androgynous
individuals.1 Transgender that came into common usage during the 1970s, but was popularized as early
as 1965 as away to refer to transsexuals who wanted genital reconstructive surgery. Today, the term
transgender is used to refer to individuals who are not cisgender.
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Cisgender (AKA: Cis, cissexual) isan umbrella term that encompasses a variety of people who are not
transgender. For example, thisterm is used to refer to someone who was sexed male at birth,
subjectively experiences their sex to be male, identifies as a male and expresses hisidentity in a
manner consistent with a generally accepted cultural male gender role.

Cis-Privilege (AKA, transphobia, heterosexism, cisgenderism) refers to a set of unearned advantages
that individuals who identify as the gender they were assigned at birth accrue solely dueto being
cisgender.2

Cisgenderism instills shame in trans individual s, causing them to internalize transphobiathat is
directed toward them by society.3 Some trans individuals learn to devalue themselves and value only
cisgender personsinstead. The negative effects of cisgenderism include the following:

- Self-blame for the victimization one has suffered

- A negative self-concept as aresult of negative messages about trans issues

- Anger directed inward resulting in destructive patterns such as substance abuse

- A victim mentality or feelings of inadequacy, helplessness and despair that interfere with leading a
fulfilling life

- Self-victimization that may hinder emotional growth and devel opment.

Examples of cis-privilege as reported by the trans community:

1. You can use public restrooms without fear of verbal abuse, physical intimidation, or arrest.
2. Strangers don't assume they can ask you what your genitals ook like and how you have sex.

3. If you are murdered (or have any crime committed against you), your gender expression will not be
used as ajustification for your murder (“gay panic”) nor as areason to coddle the perpetrators.

4. Y ou have the ability to walk through the world and generally blend-in, not being constantly stared
or gawked at, whispered about, pointed at, or laughed at because of your gender expression.

5. Strangers call you by the name you provide, and don’t ask what your “real name” [birth name] isand
then assume that they have aright to call you by that name.

6. You have the ability to flirt, engage in courtship, or form arelationship and not fear that your
biological status may be cause for rejection or attack, nor will it cause your partner to question
their sexual orientation.

7. 1f you end up in the emergency room, you do not have to worry that your gender will keep you from
receiving appropriate treatment, or that all of your medical issueswill be seen as aresult of your
gender.

8. Your identity is not considered a mental pathology (“gender identity disorder” in the DSM 1V) by
the psychological and medical establishments.

9. You are not required to undergo an extensive psychological evaluation in order to receive basic
medical care.

10. [You are] able to assume that everyone you encounter will understand your identity, and not think
you’re confused, misled, or hell-bound when you reveal it to them.

Studies show that the trans population lives under extreme psychological pressures unseen in even
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active military personnel. Fifty-five percent of trans people 4,5 were found to live with social anxiety.
Within the general American population, similar types of anxiety are experienced by only 6.8% of the
population while these levels of anxiety were found to exist at arate of 8.2% among military personal .6

Social Anxiety
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
Transgender Cisgender Military Personnel
M Social Anxiety

Figure 3. Levels of social anxiety experienced by population.

If you, by virtue of being not trans don't deal with this level of anxiety as a population, that's a
privilege you enjoy. If you don’t have to deal with the following realities because you' re not trans,
that’s afucking privilege:

Gender variant and transgender individuals must cope with multiple unique challenges, including
significant discrimination, prejudice, and the potential for victimization from violent hate crimes.
They often experience discrimination when accessing health care and are denied numerous basic civil
rights and protections... transgender and gender variant people are frequently denied medical,
surgical, and psychiatric care related to gender transition. Access to medical care (both medical and
surgical) positively impacts the mental health of transgender and gender variant individuals.

Being transgender or gender variant implies no impairment in judgment, stability, reliability, or
general social or vocational capabilities;, however, these individual s often experience discrimination
dueto alack of civil rights protections for their gender identity or expression. Transgender and
gender variant persons are frequently harassed and discriminated against when seeking housing or
applying for jobs or schools, are often victims of violent hate crimes, and face challengesin
marriage, adoption, and parenting rights.

Discrimination and lack of equal civil rights is damaging to the mental health of transgender and
gender variant individuals. For example, gender-based discrimination and victimization were found to
be independently associated with attempted suicide in a population of transgender individuals, 32%
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of whom had histories of trying to kill themselves, and in the largest survey to date of gender
variant and transgender people 41% reported attempting suicide.*

The APA joins other organizations, including the American Medical Association and the American
Psychological Association, in endorsing strong policy statements deploring the discrimination
experienced by gender variant and transgender individuals and calling for lawsto protect their civil
rights.

- The American Psychiatric Association, 8/16/12, Release No. 12-36

If you don’t have to deal with the following simply because you' re not trans, that’s a fucking privilege:

| have spent so many hours avoiding public multi-stall bathrooms that | have damaged my bladder and
put pressure on my kidneys. The problemwas a daily one. I’ d think about where | was going what
bathrooms I’ d have access to, how much | drank during the day, whether I’ d be with people who could
help stand guard...

- Response to a 2002 survey conducted by the San Francisco Human Rights Commission which found
that nearly 50% of transgender respondents reported harassment or assault when simply attempting
to use a public bathroom

We live under the constant threat of horrifying violence. We have to worry about what bathroom to
use when our bladders are aching. We are forced to consider whether we' Il be dragged out of a
bathroom and arrested or face a fist fight while our bladders are still aching . It's an everyday
reality for us. Human beings must use toilets... If | go into the women’s bathroom, am | prepared for
the shouting and shaming? Will someone call security or the cops? If | use the men’sroom, am |
willing to fight my way out? Am | really ready for the violence that could ensue?

- Leslie Feinberg, Trans Liberation: Beyond Pink or Blue, p 68 - 69

Note, that the jackass who created the image RadFems are bandying about asiif it were an accurate
representation of the trans experience ends their strawman comic with, “ Trans or not, oneis not
privileged for being forced into the fem gender crate from birth. IT'S THE FUCKING OPPOSITE OF
PRIVILEGE."

This seems to be a beloved (fallacious) argument for RadFems. The other day | tried to reason with a
RadFem about what cis privilege means, and she (of course) ssimply asserted that there's no such thing
acis privilege because cis women can’t get abortions in other countries. In both cases, the argument
they’ re making is “ Oppression Olympics. Thereisno cis privilege.”
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youra

Figure 4. Oppression Olympics FTW!

If you're going to assert that you don’t enjoy an unearned advantage by virtue of your status as a
non-trans person, you' re going to need to explain the health, housing, murder, rape, assault and

employment disparities between trans and cis people with something other than a strawman or an infinite

regression argument. Note 2

Also, asserting that “ Trans people” (asif it were some monolithic group) are burning to collectively
jump into the other one of only two binary cultural gender boxesisalie. There's a huge portion of the
trans population that’ s not interested in jumping from one binary to the other. Some transmen are
butch, some aren’t; some transwomen are fem; some aren’t; some trans people are neither and/or both
(and every fucking point from top to bottom and side to side). But, | suppose that reality isn’t
convenient for the RadFem version of the trans experience they’ ve presented to support their

assertion that thereis no cis privilege.

TERFs have been making the same vapid assertions and arguments for decades. They hunted and outed
trans folk to their employersin the hope of ending careers. They worked with known racists to shut
down access to health care for trans folk and then lobbied two US administrations to institute a
national program of forced reparative therapy for trans folk. TERF leaders asserted that trans folk
should be legislated out of existence. TERFs can and do stand in opposition to trans equality laws and
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even recently asked that the UN remove trans protections from the books. TERFs killed Filisa Vistima
with the exact same poison which is publicly defended, cultivated and spread viathe events like
RadFem2013.

So, by way of summation, an excerpt from Cesaire:

... Lying is your trademark.

And you have lied so much to me

(lied about the world, lied about me)

that you have ended by imposing on me

an image of myself.

underdevel oped, you brand me, inferior,

That is the way you have forced me to see myself
| detest that image! What's more, it'salie!

But now | know you, you old cancer,

and | know myself aswell

NOTE 1: Another game RadFems play is called eguivocation. In the trans community, when one talks
about “gender identity,” they may be referring to what | call gender orientation or they may be
referring to the way in which one might refer to their subjective experience of a cultural sex or they
may be talking about both. When a trans person talks about gender identity asit relatesto their
subjective experience of their body’s sex, RadFems generally attack that narrative by pretending

that the trans person was instead referring to their cultural sex designation. I’m therefore using
language that won't support the RadFem language games they like to play.

NOTE 2: An example of the RadFem infinite regression argument is when a RadFem asserts that cis
privilege isn't the problem because the real problem is the patriarchy. According to this regression
argument, one cannot assert the proposition of privilege because such an assertion requires a
secondary cause. However, playing the rhetorical back-a-step game can be played forever. This means
that any proposition whatsoever can be endlessly (infinitely) questioned, like a child who asks “why?”’
over and over again:

Trans Person: The reason trans folk experience disparitiesis cis privilege.

An Asshole: Nope, the reason trans folk experience disparities is patriarchy which manifests as
disparities. On 2nd thought, the reason trans folk experience disparitiesis alack of critically
analyzing the manifestation patriarchy, which supports patriarchy, which manifests as disparities. On
3rd thought, the reason trans folk experience disparitiesis alack of open mindednessto critically
analyzing the manifestation patriarchy, which supports patriarchy, which manifests as disparities. On
4th thought, the reason trans folk experience disparitiesis alack of compassion which leads to alack
of open mindedness which leadsto alack of critically analyzing the manifestation patriarchy, which
supports patriarchy, which manifests as disparities. On 5th thought, etc... ad infinitum.

No, the issueis that assholes keep clinging to bullshit ideas about trans people because, hey... trans
people don’t know what the fuck they’ re talking about anyway! And BTW, STFU about disparities and
cisprivilege and justify your lived experience to me because it' s not valid until | say so!
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‘ Cathy Brennan W Follow

#radfem2013 just so you know... Transwomen...
They're still men.

Figure 5. Tweet from an organizer of RadFem 2013
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Figure 6. wonka
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