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Abstract

I like to think of my advocacy/political work in much of the same way as I think of how to invest my money.

I see activism as an investment in my community and my future. With that in mind, I have to say that I

don’t see the benefit in protesting the Human Rights Campaign [...]

Article

I like to think of my advocacy/political work in much of the same way as I think of how to invest my

money. I see activism as an investment in my community and my future. With that in mind, I have to say

that I don’t see the benefit in protesting the Human Rights Campaign (HRC). There are so many

national organizations that support transgender people and support gender identity in ENDA (National

Stonewall Democrats, National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and Pride At Work, for example), I think

it’s a waste of time to try and get an organization to love us, that has shown repeatedly that it

doesn’t.

Protests do have their place. I totally supported the HRC/Nancy Pelosi Dinner protest because ENDA

was pending in the House. The media exposure could have had an effect on the outcome of the legislation.

But I don’t see the same result from these kind of protests/boycotts.

The best thing transgender people can do to move legislation forward is to be diverse in their activism,

and support those who support gender identity inclusion. Instead of buying 100% percent of HRC

stock, DIVERSIFY, DIVERSIFY, DIVERSIFY!

Speaking of support, according to PageOneQ, Barney Frank is going to be on the Michealangelo

Signorile Show to respond to Matt Foreman’s comment that Barney Frank “has always been pretty

squeamish on the trans issue.”

It’ll be interesting to hear what he has to say. Frank’s “penises in showers” outburst in 2000 is

legendary in transactivist circles.

Regardless, it’ll be interesting to listen to. Frank and the Human Rights Campaign are in an odd

position. Two out of three possible candidates for President of the United States support inclusion of

gender identity in ENDA, but the most senior gay House member doesn’t.
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