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Abstract

| used to be outraged when the non-profit sector of the“ LGBT’ community tried to exploit the
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR), but after repeated attempts (1, 2, 3, 4) | have cometo
expect it. This year’s attempt comes from the Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition’s (MTPC)
TDOR page: You too can become a Boston [ ...]
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Dl
¥ Transgender Day of Rem

Y ou too can become a Boston TDOR sponsor. Y ou can make MTPC's TDOR page look like a sponsored
NASCAR vehicle!

As| mentioned before, the intention behind the TDOR is best summed up by its founder, Gwen Smith:

“ The Transgender Day of Remembrance serves several purposes. It raises public awareness of hate
crimes against transgendered people, an action that current media doesn't perform. Day of
Remembrance publicly mourns and honors the lives of our brothers and sisters who might otherwise be
forgotten. Through the vigil, we express love and respect for our people in the face of national
indifference and hatred. Day of Remembrance reminds non-transgender people that we are their sons,
daughters, parents, friends and lovers. Day of Remembrance gives our allies a chance to step forward
with us and stand in vigil, memorializing those of us who' ve died by anti-transgender violence.”

Having a“good purpose’ for raising money isn’t enough of areason for doing so. Would you have a
fundraiser at:

- aloved on€' s funeral?

- at aHolocaust memorial ?

- a 9-11"s ground zero?

Ethan St. Pierre, nephew of hate crime victim Deborah Forte and webmaster for TransgenderDOR , said
it thisway:

“ How would you feel about a couple of people from the local high school attending your grandmother’s
| wake wielding a coffee can to raise money for their baseball team?”

In 22007 he wrote “An Open Letter to the Transgender Community” he said:

some of our national organizations and so called leadersis nothing less than appalling and downright

“ The attempted manipulations and attempts to capitalize on the Transgender Day of Remembrance by
| sickening.
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The Transgender Day of Remembrance is not a place to put on your party hat, it isnot a celebration

of life, nor isit an opportunity for your organization to fund-raise, it should not be an event where

the keynote speaker gets paid a lot of money to come and sell the latest autobiography and should not
be a political event where people schmooze with their donors from a past political campaign and it most
certainly should not be sponsored nor cosponsored by The Human Right’s Campaign, an organization
who can’t even support usin a Federal Hate crimes hill!”

Y ou don’t need sponsorship to hold a TDOR. Y ou simply need people to read names, and other people to
listen (if you need help having an event, read this). If your event looks like aNASCAR sponsor filled
car, you're probably doing it wrong.
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