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Abstract

Yesterday both Box Turtle Bulletin and my friend Steph posted this video: [kml_flashembed

movie=" http://www.youtube.com/v/NgJyyszPwuM” width=" 425" height="350""/] They both labeled it as
“Gay.” But two prominent scenes in the movie are of the Sonewall and Compton Cafeteria riots. To label
either as* gay history” misses the bigger picture. The Stonewall Inn was raided because its clientA'le[...]

Article
Y esterday both Box Turtle Bulletin and my friend Steph posted this video:
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They both labeled it as“ Gay.” But two prominent scenes in the movie are of the Stonewall and Compton
Cafeteriariots. To label either as“gay history” misses the bigger picture.

The Stonewall Inn was raided because its clientA”le was mostly Hispanic and African American, and most
were gender variant. After the riots started, police targeted effeminate men. Stonewall was as much

about gender variance (anyone who doesn’t fit into societal gender norms) as it was being gay. What
history of Stonewall is complete without names such as Sylvia Riveraand Marsha P Johnson?
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The Compton Cafeteria riots happened because the police attempted to arrest transwomen simply for
being " cross dressed” in public. They were at the cafeteria because it was the only place they could go.
Gays and leshians shunned them because it was illegal to cross dress. Their crime was their gender
variance, not their sexual preference.

I’m not posting thisto aggravate or stir up drama. | simply want to proclaim to my gay and leshian
brothers and sisters that we have arightful place in this community. We' ve earned that place in
history, using our presentation... our bodies, as our protest. Thisisn't “Gay History.” Thisisour
history, as much asit isyours. Thisis glbT history.

Remember this when you are asked to support a hate crimes or employment non-discrimination legislation
that doesn’t include transgender people. Remember this when you give money to organizations that
support non-inclusive legislation. Remember this when people like Chris Crain claim that we are
“trangjacking” legislation. We may not contribute cash to the fight, but our capital isin the sacrifice

of our own flesh.

Most of al remember that we, are you.
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