TRANSADVOCATE | ACADEMIC EDITION

TRANSADVOCATE

|sBriscoe “Gun Nut” Cain a closet queen?

By Cristan Williams

Published September 15, 2019 | Updated March 31, 2026
https://www.transadvocate.com/is-briscoe-gun-nut-cain-a-closet-queen_n_31514.htm

Abstract

If you know anything about the queer community, you' re familiar with the stereotype of the closeted dude
who lives a lie by pretending to be Mr. Manly Man. You know, the guy who can’t shut up about how trans
people totally gross him out and how he' stotally all about straight-cis identity politics? Theguy [ ...]
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My AR is ready for you Robert Francis.

@» Beto O'Rourke & @BetoORourke - 2h
Hell yes, we're gonna take your AR-15.
Show this thread

8:40 PM - Sep 12, 2019 from Pasadena, TX - Twitter for iPhone

If you know anything about the queer community, you' re familiar with the stereotype of the closeted

dude who lives alie by pretending to be Mr. Manly Man. Y ou know, the guy who can’t shut up about how
trans people totally gross him out and how he’ stotally all about straight-cisidentity politics? The guy
who makes his entire life revolve around the very public promotion of the idea that he' s the embodiment
of guns, god, and them-there good ol’ days when boys were boys and girls were girls?

WEell, a Texas State Representative named Briscoe Cain recently sent Beto O’ Rourke a (what I'm
guessing he thought to be a slyly worded) social media death threat:

Thisis a death threat, Representative. Clearly, you shouldn’t own an AR-15--and neither should
anyone else. pic.twitter.com/jsiZmwjMDs
-- Beto O’ Rourke (@BetoORourke) September 13, 2019

O’ Rourke's campaign rightly reported the death threat to the FBI, a move Cain characterized as being
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childish. Cain, who snuck into the Texas Demacratic convention with a gun and handed out signsinviting
shooters to take note of Democratic homes, is perhaps better known for his over-the-top hatred of
trans people.

2 2 . ! .
Figure 1. Prior to being gected by Dallas police, Cain is caught with a firearm at the Democratic Sate Convention. He later
claimed that it was all just a joke.

For instance, while today, Beto called out violence against trans women, Cain, seemed to champion the
use of physical violence against trans people:

[Trans people weren't] a problem when | was a child. Was it a problem when you were akid? | don’t
remember dudes walking around in dresses getting beat up. It wasn't athing, and now | think we're
encouraging it. - Briscoe Cain

I don’t know what happened to Cain as a child, but | do know that he grew up to be awell-known
“bathroom hill” crusader. And not only did Cain grow up to be a gun-toting right-wing manly-man, he grew
up to be the most right-wing legislator in the entire state of Texas, which isreally something. Perhaps
smelling awhiff of that ol’ thou doth protest too much in the air, social mediais awash in rumors that

not only does Cain look like he fits the closeted stereotype, but that he' s the very embodiment of that
stereotype.
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Mail piece says @BriscoeCain is "well
known" to those who frequent gay bars in
Montrose section of Houston #TxLege

LTIy P ———— g

21l

Briscoe Cain

is well known to those who f
_ requent
Montrose area night cjyps and gay bars ¥

S

The Deer Park schoolyard rumor has it that Cain, a Deer Park Highschool cheerleader, was openly gay
before he was packed away to an ex-gay program, which produced the manly-man we see before us today: a
guy who casually threatens people with AR assault weapons on public platforms.
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Respectable Lawyer v
@RespectableLaw

It's also weird because it wasn't really a secret. Everyone
who knew Briscoe in Deer Park knew he was gay. He
wasn't exactly closeted about it. He was a high school
cheerleader. In Deer Park, Texas.

2:06 PM - Sep 13, 2019 - Twitter Web App
141 Retweets  1.6K Likes
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Respectable Lawyer @RespectableLaw - Sep 13 v
> Replying to @RespectableLaw

In any case, it seems Briscoe found one of those Pence re-education camps,
got himself a wife, and managed to pump out a few kids for his hetero merit
badge. And now he's into guns and horses and Jesus and acting tough to
Beto O'Rourke.
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Texans have long wondered about the way he seems to act at being one of those real Texas manly-men.

Queer people who were assigned a male gender, and who spent any time in the closet will immediately
identify with the uncomfortable act of pretending to be areal man. But isthis painful experience really
what’s going on with Cain?

What say you?

Do you think Briscoe istrying alittle too hard to be a Texas manly-man, or do you think that people on
social mediaare just reading too much into Mr. Briscoe?

On aside note, closeted people have done incredible damage to othersin terms of trying to pass
anti-LGBTQI lawsto trying to pathol ogize non-cishet people. Given this redlity, should closeted
right-wingersin positions of power be outed?
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YoSoyStern 24 points * 1 year ago
I went to HS with this douchebag and he's always been this way. Except in HS he was a male cheerleader and
drove a little red Miata. Not the wannabe cowboy he is portraying now.

ﬁ Rep. Briscoe Cain
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A picture is worth a thousand words
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HAS SOME MIGHTY BIG SHOES TO FILL
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Briscoe Cain & @BriscoeCain - Dec 21, 2017 v
4 In case you forgot how many genders there are.

female male
Q 15k = 1864 Q 21K 4
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@DrRachaelF

Replying to @BriscoeCain

Hey, geneticist here. You've disingenuously and for
bigoted purposes oversimplified a complex
phenomenon. A few notes: 1) Sex and gender aren’t the
same thing. 2) Chromosomes don’t determine sex.

8:31 PM - Dec 22, 2017 from Union City, CA - Twitter for iPhone

1.1K Retweets  5.2K Likes
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Replying to @DrRachaelF and @BriscoeCain

| know middle school biology told you they do, but nope. A single gene on
the Y starts a cascade of events involving genes all over the genome to
determine sex. If any of those things changes, surprise!
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