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Abstract

The real story: Long-standing medical and psychiatric literature demonstrates clear benefits of medical

and surgical interventions to assist gender variant individuals seeking transition. However, transgender

and gender variant people are frequently denied medical, surgical, and psychiatric care related to gender

transition. Access to medical care (both medical and surgical) positively impacts the mental health of [...]

Article

The real story:

Long-standing medical and psychiatric literature demonstrates clear benefits of medical and surgical

interventions to assist gender variant individuals seeking transition. However, transgender and

gender variant people are frequently denied medical, surgical, and psychiatric care related to gender

transition. Access to medical care (both medical and surgical) positively impacts the mental health of

transgender and gender variant individuals.

Discrimination and lack of equal civil rights is damaging to the mental health of transgender and

gender variant individuals. For example, gender-based discrimination and victimization were found to

be independently associated with attempted suicide in a population of transgender individuals, 32%

of whom had histories of trying to kill themselves, and in the largest survey to date of gender

variant and transgender people 41% reported attempting suicide.

The APA joins other organizations, including the American Medical Association and the American

Psychological Association, in endorsing strong policy statements deploring the discrimination

experienced by gender variant and transgender individuals and calling for laws to protect their civil

rights.

- The American Psychological Association, 2012

What passes for reporting the story on Fox News:
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Figure 1. I-See-What-You-Did-There.

I get it and so do your viewers.
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