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Abstract

Donna Rose responded on her website to my “ Rose Colored Glasses’ post by saying: “ One trans advocate
blogger was quick to react (read his post here).” His? Wow, thisisn’t starting off so well. She continues:
“Last year there was indeed a problem. The trans-inclusive version passed in the House, which was a
historic achievement [ ...]
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Donna Rose responded on her website to my “Rose Colored Glasses’ post by saying:

“ One trans advocate blogger was quick to react (read his post here).”
rlﬂs?
Wow, thisisn't starting off so well.

She continues;

“ Last year there was indeed a problem. The trans-inclusive version passed in the House, which was a
historic achievement in that it set a precedent that trans-inclusive legislation could indeed pass.
However, Sen. Ted Kennedy, a co-sponsor of the bill in the Senate, would not agree to add the
trans-inclusive language to his version of the hill. | was not a happy camper, but | chose to be

patient to see how things would unfold. The hill died beforeit could come up for a vote, but the fact
that HRC supported Sen. Kennedy despite his non-support for the trans inclusive language was a

sore point for some, especially those looking for a reason to proclaim ‘ Same Old HRC™ .

Sore point for some? If the bill would have passed, it would have excluded transgender people! The
“Same Old HRC” comment isn’'t even relevant since | kept my comparison set between the 2005 and
2007 bills. But it’ s rather easy to throw me into a category of people that are “HRC haters’ rather
than address the actual content of my post.

You would say that you do not hear my voice. | would challenge that you' re simply choosing not to
listen. The fact that the versions are the same and that we're all in lock step this year to ensure

this historic bill passes demonstrates that we ARE making progress. My voiceisthere, loud and

clear, as an advocate for unity and equality. | stand by my statement and my commitment. One hundred
percent. Do not thank Sen. Kennedy now if you feel it to be premature. Wait until next month. THEN,
thank him. We need his support.
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Thisis proof positive that Donna did not read my post. | said:

“1n 2005 a sign on letter supported by more than 40 of Washington D.C.’ stop national
organizations was sent to Senator Kennedy’ s office requesting that he introduce the fully inclusive
House version of the Hate Crimes bill as an add on to the child safety act. HRC refused to sign the
letter, saying they wanted to see the hate crimes bill in a conference committee where

transgender -inclusive language could have been added. They refused to confront Kennedy on his
non-inclusive bill; now the HRC is asking visitors to THANK Senator Kennedy for NOT BEING
INCLUSIVE?!

Donna, if you're listening, this shell game doesn’t seem like progress to me. It seems like the actions
of an organization that is ashamed to advocate for transpeople. Look at HRC' s talking points for
the Local Law Enforcement Enhancement Act. You' ll see no mention of transgender people at all.”

As of yesterday, there was absolutely NO public knowledge that the House and Senate bill would be the
same. When the House passed the hill last time around, Chris Matthews, a spokesperson for Sen. Smith,
said that the Senate version would not be changed to include gender identity.

“ The Senate works on precedent. This bill has good bipartisan support. The best thing for hate

crimes legidationisfor it to pass.”

Both HRC representatives that have commented on my previous post failed to address it’s main point.
It's deceitful to say that transgender people should thank Senator Kennedy for last years hate

crimes bill. That with the fact that transgender people were absent in the HRC Hate Crimes talking
points was another sign to me that things were going in the wrong direction.

Donna, | didn’t ask you to hear me, | ask you to listen. There' s a difference between the two....
P.S.
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Donnayou're very pretty and apparently | don't project a very feminine image. Could you give me some
tips?

[Figure] marti22.jpg

Suggested citation

Marti Abernathey. "Every Rose Has Its Thorns." TransAdvocate, March 23, 2007.
https://www.transadvocate.com/every-rose-has-its-thorns_n_87.htm

2/2



