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Abstract

fter my surgery and later issuance of a new birth certificate last November, | wanted to apply to the
Department of the Navy (DON) to change my recorded gender. The Defense Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System (DEERS) keeps track of servicemembers and retirees genders, so | wanted, for gender
affirmation and DOD acknowl edgement, my gender reflected [ ...]

Article

fter my surgery and later issuance of a new birth certificate last November, | wanted to apply to the
Department of the Navy (DON) to change my recorded gender. The Defense Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System (DEERS) keeps track of servicemembers and retirees genders, so | wanted, for

gender affirmation and DOD acknowledgement, my gender reflected in my Department of Defense (DOD)
records.
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Figure 1. Thumbnail Link: Autumn Sandeen Associated Press Shoot Photo, November 23, 2010 - Photo by Greg Bull

There is no gender marker on military identification cards, so it’s not an issue of being outed by any
gender marker onit. But, it still wasimportant to me -- every other government database records my
gender as female, and the DOD showing me as male just bothered me.

After making some preliminary telephone calls to the Department of the Navy, | was connected to
Division 31D of the Navy Personnel Command (NAVPERS 31D) | was then told what the requirements
are for changing one’ s recorded gender with the DOD. In the process | found out the DOD directly
processes all change of gender packages by transsexual retirees. However, transsexual retirees still

does have to submit their packages through the military service that they served in. So, since | served
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in the U.S. Navy, | had to submit my package to the DON.

After contacting NAVPERS 31D, | contacted folk at OutServe-SLDN, and asked them if they wanted
me to test the system at the DOD in similar manner as| tested the system with the National Center for
Transgender Equality (NCTE) for the Veterans Administration (VA). | previously was the “test case”
for NCTE on the VA on changing one’ s recorded gender. Back in June of 2011, NCTE and the VA
leadership agreed that transsexual people should be able to change their gender in the VA’ s databases
without a surgical letter. By using various forms of 1D and personal documentation, | repeatedly
tested the policy to find out what the “ magic identification documents’ the VA required to change
gender. What | found out, and shared with NCTE was that the initial attempt to change VA policy on
changing recorded gender didn’t achieve an easing of procedures to change one’s recorded gender. The
VA and NCTE then went back to the drawing and fixed the problem -- my testing the system was the
catalyst for creating a policy with a single procedure for changing one' s recorded gender at the VA.

)

Figure 2. Thumbnail link: Autumn Sandeen's DOD Gender Chge Letter, dated May 2nd, 2013

So after contacting the OutServe-SLDN, they told me was that no one had ever documented for them
that it was even possible to change one’ s recorded gender with the DOD. Allyson Robinson, their
executive director, and David McKean, their Legal and Public Policy Director, asked me just to follow
the current procedures as outlined by NAVPERS 31D just to document one could actually change one’s
gender with the Department of Defense, and then together we' d publicize the results.

The main reason to publicize the resultsis so that other retired servicemembers would be aware of the
procedures, and OutServe-SLDN could steer other retired servicemembers through the process |
documented could be accomplished.

By documenting my change of recorded DOD gender, OutServe-SLDN and | secondarily 1.) wished to
highlight that even though one could change on€’ s name and gender, that didn’t mean one could also
update one's DD214 (certificate of release or discharge from the military), 2.) wished to show that

the policy was difficult and not in line with the recently streamlined policies for changing one's

recorded gender with the State Department (for passports) and the VA, and 3) and wished to

emphasi ze that since former Secretary of Defense Panetta announced women are now going to be allowed
to serve in combat and that as of in May of 2013 that DSM-V is no longer going to list transsexual

people as disordered, we thought that publicizing that military retirees can change one’s recorded

gender at DOD could be atool to open up public dialogue on the kind of open military service for trans
servicemembers -- the same kind of open service for trans servicemembers that repeal of Don't Ask,
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Don't Tell afforded for leshian, gay, and bisexual servicemembers.

OutServe-SLDN and | looked at my change of recorded gender with the DOD as atool to move the
discussion forward on these issues. And on April 2nd, my documented gender was changed.

Others may believe I'm the first retired servicemember to change my recorded gender with the DOD, but
I’'m well aware that I’m not. For me, moving the dialogue forward towards trans people being able to
change their DD214s; streamlining the policy for changing on€’ s recorded gender at the DOD; and

hel ping open the dial ogue towards open military service for trans servicemembers are goals | believe

are well worth going public about my story to achieve those goals.

Simply put, I'm publicly joining the struggle for trans servicemembers' and veterans' ordinary
equality, and | hope I’ ve played a small part in the eventual achievement of that ordinary equality for
trans people.

Further reading:

* Buzzfeed: Pentagon Recognizes Transgender Veteran, Advocates See A “ Shift”

* LGBT Weekly: Changing my documented gender with the Department of Defense

* ThinkProgress. Pentagon Establishes Process For Transgender Veterans To Change Gender Records
* The Advocate: Trans Activists Highlight Military’ s Step Forward

* The Daily Mail (U.K.): Pentagon recognizes transgender service members for first timein ‘symbolic’
move for LGBT community

* Daily Kos. Pentagon acknowledges transgender veterans

* Force For Change: Thank Pentagon for Transgender Veteran Equality Efforts

* Free Republic: entagon recognizes transgender service members for first timein ‘symbolic’ move for
LGBT community
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