TRANSADVOCATE | ACADEMIC EDITION

TRANSADVOCATE

Cathy Brennan attemptsto censor LGBT
magazine

By Cristan Williams

Published December 26, 2013 | Updated March 31, 2026
https://www.transadvocate.com/cathy-brennan-attempts-to-censor-lgbt-magazine_n_11139.htm
Abstract

OutSmart magazine asked me to write a piece on the TERF phenomena. My 2500+ word article featured
just two sentences that mentioned Cathy Brennan’s behavior. Cathy Brennan - a Maryland attorney,
activist, leader and a public face of TERFism - is demanding that my article be edited so that it remains
silent about her behavior in[...]

Article

OutSmart magazine asked me to write a piece on the TERF phenomena. My 2500+ word article featured
just two sentences that mentioned Cathy Brennan’s behavior. Cathy Brennan - a Maryland attorney,
activist, leader and a public face of TERFism - is demanding that my article be edited so that it remains
silent about her behavior in the modern TERF movement.

iy
Your paper published an extremely biased "article” from a person who pretends to be a reporter
See http://foutsmartmagazine com/2013/12/terf-battles/

You should know that when another publication made these statements, my lawyer got involved. See attached

Please correct your publication to reflect that neither | nor any organization | work with has any connection to right wing
organisations. It's simply false

Thank you!

Cathy Brennan
Figure 1. Liefor meor else!

Brennan asserted that she's hired lawyers to successfully go after other media outlets for their
coverage of her behavior in the past. Brennan wrote, “Neither | nor any organization | work with has
any connection to right wing organisations. It's simply false.” She then claimed that the article needed
to be “corrected” to promote the fiction that she's not worked with the Pacific Justice Ingtitute in
targeting a Colorado trans kid, Jane Doe.

Here are the 2 sentences with which Brennan takes issue:
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Recently, Cathy Brennan, an attorney who heads a particularly hateful TERF group, outed a trans
youth at school and even went so far as to work with the ex-gay group Pacific Justice Institute
(PJI) in targeting a sixteen-year-old trans girl. Brennan’'s group acted as PJI’ s mouthpiece,
joined them in misgendering her, and promoted PJI’ s bullying.

Let'sfact check each claim made:

- Cathy Brennan, an attorney
Thisisafact. She'slicensed in more than one state.

- Brennan heads a particularly hateful TERF group
Thisisafact. She heads Gender Identity Watch among other demonstrably hateful groups. Several
thousand people agree with this statement.

- Brennan outed a trans youth at school
Thisisafact.

- Brennan went so far as to work with the ex-gay group Pacific Justice Institute (PJl) in targeting
asixteen-year-old trans girl. Brennan's group acted as PJI’ s mouthpiece...
Thisisademonstrable fact:
Note that | did not say that she worked for PJI, nor did | assert that she (as Brennan falsely implies
that | did) is*connected” to aright wing organization. In fact, | asserted that she worked with PJI
in targeting Jane Doe. Brennan undertook every action which targeted Jane Doe voluntarily; PJl
didn’t pay her to do what she did. Presumably, nobody paid her to work with PJl in targeting Jane Doe,
that was something she did because she freely chose to do it.

- Brennan either voluntarily contacted PJI or she didn’t. Whichisit?

- PJI gave her anarrative that furthered their goal of targeting Jane Doe or they didn’t. Whichis
it?

- Brennan either voluntarily published PJI’ s narrative over her social media networks or she didn’t.
Whichisit?

- Brennan either issued PJI’ s statement to the TransAdvocate (me) or she didn’t. Whichiisit?

Gosh, if there was only away to somehow prove that Brennan did, in fact, do each of the above things...

M Cathy Brennan @PegasusBug 14 Oct
.@gwenners | think this is a bullshit story. | called the PJI this
morning and will update if | hear anything.

Details

Figure 2. Asserts the debunking of PJI’s claim against Jane Doeis “ bullshit” & admits to contacting PJI
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Pacific Justice Institute response to @transadvocate

"We've seen similar claims. It is our position that the. ..
fb.me/1yXW73ceb
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Figure 3. Brennan issues PJI’ s statement to the TransAdvocate
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Pacific Justice Institute response to @transadvocate

| Like |

"We've seen similar claims. It is our position that the intrusion of a biological male into a restroom for
teenage girls is inherently intimidating and harassing. We have received additional reports of particular

incidents of harassment, and we are working to corroborate those reports. In our letter, we

specifically asked the school to notify us immediately if they disputed any of the factual allegations. To
date, they have not done so. The core of this story—that the school is elevating the rights of one self-
proclaimed transgender student while minimizing the privacy rights of all the biologically female
students, has not been seriously controverted. We encourage journalists to continue their important
work of investigating the details of this story independently and not simply accepting the statemens of
either side, and certainly not pulling their stories simply because activists demand this story be

silenced."

Figure 4. Promotes the narrative PJI provided Brennan on her social networks.

Did Brennan:

A.) Contact PJI in order to fact check PJI’s claim for an article she published; or,

B.) Simply claim that she believed that my debunking of PJI’ s narrative was “bullshit,” acted to obtain
a statement from PJI which supported PJI’ s narrative about Jane Doe, and then voluntarily engaged
in promoting that very narrative?

Whichisit? A or B?

Let's get back to fact checking my last assertion: Brennan, “joined them in misgendering [Jane Dog],
and promoted PJI’ s bullying.”

Either Brennan joined PJl in misgendering Jane Doe or she didn’t. Which isit?
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Figure 5. TERF9[1]

Gender IdentityWatch GIDWatch 12 Oct
What a shocker ... transgender male harassing girls in high school
bathroom fb.me/21jdObbMA

[ View summary

The Pacific Justice Institute claims that a male student,-who claims
to be transgender has allegedly harassed female students in the girls room at
Florence High School.

The story became more twisted when trans activists like Cristan Williams went on
overdrive to state that the PJI lied. Williams is well known for making information up in
attempts to smear anyone who disagrees with him.

Figure 6. CB-GIW-outs-trans-kid[ 1]

Either Brennan defended and promoted PJI’ s debunked propaganda or she didn’t. Which isit?

Figure 7. TERF2[1]

Figure 8. TERF12[1]

Gender IdentityWatch @ GIDWatch 1h
Trans activists like @transadvocate and @AutumnSandeen say this
isn't a real story. But there's a real letter.... fh.me/2G0OS4Zogh

Expand

Gender IdentityWatch . GIDwWatch 17 0ct

Do people believe the school would only speak exclusively to
@transadvocate ? fb.me/117bzLVQ9

Expand 4+ Reply 13 Retweet W Favoriied
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k,(genderidentitywatch.fiIeswordpress.com)h 013/10/update_-colo.pdf

1017A3 Update: Colo. Schodl Story Sparks BacKash by LGBT Activists

Pacific Justice Institute:
Defending religious freedoms, parental rights, and other civil liberties

PACIFIC JUSTICE
INSTITUTE

Update: Colo. School Story
Sparks Backlash by LGBT
Activists

October 17, 2013

***Media Contact: Brad Dacus,
Figure 9. CB-PJI-21[ 1]
Brennan may truly believe that reasonabl e people should conclude that her behavior represents the
opposite of my statement: Brennan, the leader of a particularly hateful TERF group, worked ... “with the
ex-gay group Pacific Justice Ingtitute (PJl) in targeting a sixteen-year-old trans girl” and that
Brennan’s group “acted as PJI’ s mouthpiece, joined them in misgendering her, and promoted PJI’s
bullying.” Maybe in Brennan’s reality thisiswhat not working with an ex-gay group to target atrans
kid looks like. Maybe for Brennan, having an ex-gay group issue you a statement which you then promote
iswhat not being a mouthpiece looks like. Maybe for Brennan, promoting PJI’ s * Jane-Doe-is-a-male
narrative is how adults act to not misgender or harm trans kids. Maybe Brennan mistakenly thinks that
PJI is aleft wing organization instead of aright wing organization.

Regardless of how Brennan chooses to justify her demonstrable behavior, there are facts to be known
about these two sentences:

Recently, Cathy Brennan, an attorney who heads a particularly hateful TERF group, outed a trans
youth at school and even went so far as to work with the ex-gay group Pacific Justice Institute
(PJI) in targeting a sixteen-year-old trans girl. Brennan’'s group acted as PJI’ s mouthpiece,
joined them in misgendering her, and promoted PJI’ s bullying.

Either my statements are verifiable or they are not... and if my statements are verifiable, what does
that say about Brennan when she threatens asmall LGBT magazine in an effort to make them promote
the fiction that my statement isn’t verifiable?
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