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Abstract
Back in 2011, Cathy Brennan and | were among a group of people working to pass Maryland's HB 235

(Prohibiting Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Discrimination) into law. | developed what | thought
was a friendship with her while working on the bill -- this was the e-mail she sent me that changed the tone

[..]

Article

Back in 2011, Cathy Brennan and | were among a group of people working to pass Maryland' s HB 235
(Prohibiting Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Discrimination) into law. | developed what |

thought was a friendship with her while working on the bill -- this was the e-mail she sent me that changed
the tone of our relationship.

Figure 1. Thumbnail link to email from Cathy Brennan with the subject line of ‘None Of This Is Personal’

| asked her in acomment thread on Pam’s House Blend, the blog | then contributed to, whether or not
she considered trans women to be female (and | can’t find that comment thread now), and she responded
in an email dated May 8, 2011. It wasin that email that she first spelled out that she didn’t consider

me, and as we later have seen in the multiple times she publicly stated her point of view regarding trans
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women, to be female.

In May of 2011, she stated wouldn't state her view on trans women publicly, so she said it in aletter
she wished to remain private. Asthat isn’t a private point of view of hers anymore, | don't see a
reason to keep that point of view of hers private anymore.

Even after stating that she didn’t consider me female in that email, she stated she didn’t want to hurt

my feelings - perhaps a sweet sentiment. And add to that, at the end of that email she wished me “Happy
Mother’s Day.” She knew | have three children, and given that context, | believe she was wishing me, as
aparent (and not a child of my own mother), a Happy Mother’s Day.

Her letter isalong way from where she later called me a violent man -- in the same month as Mother’s

Day -- in 2013.
' Cathy Brennan A~ W Follow

Autumn Sandeen is a violent man who
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Figure 2. Thumbnail link: Cathy Brennan Twitter Status, May 30, 2013, Calling Autumn Sandeen A Violent Man
The following isthe text of that e-letter:

So please don't take it personally. Thisis about a concern for crafting legislation that doesn’t harm
women. And | didn’t answer your question on PHB becauseit is rather beside the point what | think a
woman isor afemaleis. We are talking about a legidlative fix to the problem of sex stereotyping without
examining critically what “ gender-related identity” or “gender expression” means. But | will answer you
privately, as it seemsimportant to you. Female means you are born with avagina. That roughly works for
the majority of people. | know there are folx who are Intersex and perhaps there are other exceptions,

but I am not interested in screwing over females legislatively to protect unicorns. Perhaps this

offends you. | am sorry if it hurts your feelings, because | do not want to hurt your feelings.

The definition in HB 235 is flawed and nonsensical, and relies in part of society’ s understanding of
what are “masculine” traits and what are “femining” traits. The truth is, there are no “masculine” or
“feminine’ traits. If you want to tell me differently, then | am afraid we don’t have common ground.

Thisbill is coming up again in 2012. | worked on HB 235 because | camein on it late, because afriend
asked meto, and | would not kill abill like that, that late in the game, because | have spent alot my
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entire adult life fighting against irrational discrimination. But we have a chance now to draft

legidlation that will (1) achieveits goals (i.e., banning irrational discrimination) and (2) not harm
females. Surely, asawoman, you have an interest in not harming females by enshrining this definition of
gender identity/gender expression into law.

| find it interesting - and | think you should too - that more and more lesbians are waking up to the
implications of this legidation for females. I’ m not concerned about being outhumbered in support on
your blog, but I would think you might be very concerned as to how this will play out in Maryland.

| truly hope that you are well,
Cathy
PS - Happy mothers day.

Just as Cathy Brennan sincerely wished me a Happy Mother’s Day back in 2011, | wish her one as well
herein 2014.
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