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Abstract

An internal discussion within the trans community, originally known as the Cotton Ceiling, concerned itself
with the way physical cisnormative beauty standards impact notions of desirability, how these biases

relate to the fetishization of trans people, how it impacts the perception of trans people in queer spaces,
and how these cisnormative standards affect the body image[...]

Article

CEILING

Aninternal discussion within the trans community, originally known as the Cotton Ceiling, concerned
itself with the way physical cisnormative beauty standards impact notions of desirability, how these
biases relate to the fetishization of trans people, how it impacts the perception of trans people in

queer spaces, and how these cisnormative standards affect the body image of trans people. The
“cotton” in the name of the term refers to the clothing covering the (fetishized, reviled, etc) bodies
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of trans people.In other words, it is a conversation about the way cisnormative beauty standards

affect the way trans people see themselves and the way in which it biases the way others view trans
people. However, TERF opinion leaders appropriated this discourse and turned it into a conspiracy
theory. While similar internal conversations about beauty standards occur among numerous communities,
the anti-trans weaponization of this conversation is particularly toxic.Since 2013, these Conspiracy
iterations include Drop the T, Get the L Out, and, most recently, Super-Straight/Gay/L esbian/Bi and
represent a dialectic -a communication strategy for persuasion- that is rebranded every two to three

years.

Conspiracy Timeline
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Figure 1. Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy Dialectic, 2013.
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In his remarks, Yiannopoulos also praised North Carolina for passing the controversial
legislation House Bill 2, which denies trans people the right to use restrooms and other public

facilities that correspond with their gender identity.

“The bathrooms of North Carolina are one of the last meritocracies left in America,” he said.
“Isn’t that a bit sad? A tranny that can pass as a woman can walk into any women'’s bathroom in
the state.”

Yiannopoulos outlined a strategy that would seek to fight the progress of the transgender rights
movement, which included supporting transphobic legislation like HB 2 and boycotting
businesses that support trans rights. He also advised the LGBT community to “drop the T” and

even encouraged verbal abuse toward trans people.

“Never feel bad for mocking a transgender person,” he declared. “It is our job to point out their
absurdity, to not make the problem worse by pretending they are normal. Much like fat-

shaming, if our mockery drives them to get the help they need, we may save their life.”
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TERFs asserted that the Cotton Ceiling was a conspiracy on the part of trans people to sexually
assault cis people, cis Lesbainsin particular. Read an insightful interview with Cathy Brennan
concerning her Conspiracy work, its assimilation into the far-right, and her self-identity asa TERF
here.

Promotion of Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy Dialectic by a quisling for the far-right movement, 2016.

The Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy was rebranded as the Drop the T movement and integrated into the
right’ s political work around so-called “bathroom bills.”
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Figure 2. Uptake of Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy Dialectic by the far-right, referring to it asthe “ Drop the T" movement,
2016.

TERFs began working with the palitical right to popularize the Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy dialectic,
putting it to use in the right’ s “bathroom bill” culture war. The right’s bathroom dial ectic meshed well
with the TERF' s Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy dialectic, further cementing the TERF movement to the
far-right and alt-right movement.
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The Women's Liberation Front, a progressive feminist group, and Alliance Defending
Freedom, a Christian legal defense group, partnered to file an amicus brief in the
court case Gloucester County School Board v. GG, the central case in the bathroom

debate here in the United States.

In February 2017, The Heritage Foundation held a panel discussion titled Biology Isn't
Bigotry: Why Sex Matters in the Age of Gender Identity.

The panel was composed of four women, two of whom supported LGB causes but
disagreed with certain aspects of the transgender agenda. One panelist, Miriam Ben
Shalom, stated, “Transgender issues are not our [LGB] issues.” Regarding the term

“gender identity,” Shalom stated, “Biology isn’t bigotry. Biology is the truth.”
Figure 3. Uptake of Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy Dialectic by the far-right, 2018

The Drop the T movement was rebranded as the Get the L Out movement. TERFs, having had success
working with the Drop the T movement, redoubled their efforts around making inroads with cismedia and
right-wing media, in particular.
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Figure 4. Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy Dialectic, 2021

The Drop the T and Get the L Out movements, both being a rebranding of the Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy
political dialectic, were once again rebranded as Super Straight or “SS’ (in homage to the Nazi
Schutzstaffel) movement. SS began by explicitly utilizing the Cotton Ceiling Conspiracy dialecticin a
now-deleted TikTok video that quickly became a Nazi-themed effort whose goals were indistinguishable
to the Drop the T and Get the L Out movements.
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Instead of the diaectical rebranding flowing from TERFs to the far-right, this time the rebranding
came from the far-right and to the TERF movement. Inspired by the media success of this Nazi
movement, TERFs and other sex essentialists began collaborating with the alt-right, promoting “ Super”
as aprefix for sexuality terms as away to signa their political alignment with the Cotton Ceiling
Conspiracy diaectic.

Terminology used in thisarticle:

Definitions for the terms used in this article are available via our Glossary.
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